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Russian Domestic Policy: October-December 2001


Russian Domestic Policy: Chronology

October-December 2001

October

1 October 2001 Vladimir Putin instructs the government to look into the issue of rendering humanitarian assistance to the Afghan population.  

1 October 2001 Interfax reports that Moscow is toughening security to prevent terrorist acts with the use of strong poisons and pathogenic micro-organisms.

2 October 2001 Presidential aide Sergey Yastrzhembskiy says the Russian authorities have irrefutable evidence that four of the suicide pilots who flew the aircraft during the terrorist acts in the USA took part in combat operations in Chechnya.  He says the relevant information has already been dispatched to Washington.  

3 October 2001 Russia's supreme mufti, the chairman of the Spiritual Board of Muslims of Russia and CIS European Countries, Talgat Tadzhuddin, expresses concern over the increasing number of Islamic missionaries arriving in Russia from abroad.

3 October 2001 Izvestiya reports that on 2 October the new commander, Col Yury Perminov, was presented to the staff and administrative officers of the 201st Motor Rifle Division stationed in Tajikistan.  

4 October 2001 Russian Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Aleksey Kudrin says the Russian government has decided to appropriate R102.5m from its emergency situations and natural disasters reserve fund to pay for humanitarian aid to Afghanistan.

7 October 2001 Interfax claims that law and order bodies in Moscow are stepping up the guarding of Moscow’s vital installations.

8 October 2001 Shaykh Nafigulla Ashirov, co-chairman of the Council of Muftis of Russia and supreme mufti of the spiritual directorate of the Muslims of the Asian part of Russia, condemns the US strikes against Afghanistan.

8 October 2001 The operation to raise the Kursk submarine begins.

8 October 2001 Chechen separatist leader Aslan Maskhadov says in an interview in Kommersant Vlast that he is ready for talks with the Russian leadership "without any preliminary conditions".

8 October 2001 Kvakaz Tsentr website interviews Chechen field commander Shamil Basayev.  He denies links with Usamah bin Laden and his organization Al-Qa'idah.  He says that Chechnya did have a friendship treaty with Afghanistan and that it was the duty of Chechens and Muslims worldwide to support the Afghan people.

8 October 2001 Argumenty i Fakty publishes an open letter to Putin on press freedom, from several chief editors of Russian newspapers.

8 October 2001 Dagestanskaya Pravda reports that the Russian border service has tightened up border control since the US airstrikes on Afghanistan began.

9 October 2001 Public Opinion Foundation-Gallup International polled 500 Muscovites on the military action against Afghanistan.  

42.4% of Muscovites approve of US military efforts in Afghanistan, while 49.4% disapprove of it.

40.9% blame international terrorists and Usamah bin Laden personally for the military conflict.  25.3% blame the US leadership.  13.7% blame the Taleban leadership, and 5.2% blame US society.

60% believe that US military action poses a threat to Russia, 36.3% oppose this opinion.

57% believe that Russia must fully cooperate with the USA, except in committing forces to the action.  At least 24.7% advocate the position of standby observer.

11.3% want Russia to denounce the USA and demand a termination of the action.

9 October 2001 Sergey Yastrzhembskiy reaffirms that a dialogue with representatives of Chechen separatist leader Aslan Maskhadov is possible only given the voluntary surrender of arms and the integration of rebels in peaceful life in Chechnya.

10 October 2001 The Federation Council approves the Land Code, which was previously adopted by the Duma.

10 October 2001 First Deputy Finance Minister Aleksey Ulyukayev says as a result of the increasing workload of the law-enforcement bodies, the government intends to increase funding in 2002 by R4.7bn to R168bn.

10 October 2001 Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Agriculture Aleksey Gordeyev says that the grain harvest in 2001 will be a total of 82.5 million tonnes of grain, to be stored at the elevators.  In 2000 grain yield amounted to 65.5 million tonnes.  Wheat yield will amount to 42 million tonnes, as against 34.5 million tonnes in 2000.

10 October 2001 The Duma defence committee calls for higher military spending.

10 October 2001 Izvestiya reports that the president of the Chuvash Republic, Nikolay Fedorov, has accepted the resignation of the prime minister, Enver Ablyakimov.  Fedorov will take over the role of prime minister.  

10 October 2001 The Federation Council approves the Land Code, which was previously adopted by the State Duma.

11 October 2001 The Duma votes in favour of Vladimir Putin's position on the fight against international terrorism and Russia's involvement in this problem.  

11 October 2001 Vladimir Putin addresses a congress of the Russian diaspora in Moscow.  He says all Russians belong together.

11 October 2001 Russia's Supreme Mufti and Head of the CIS and European Muslim Board Talgat Tadzhuddin speaks against Russia's involvement in the anti-terrorism campaign led by the United States and its allies.  

12 October 2001 Gazprom-Media head Alfred Kokh resigns.  

12 October 2001 The Russian Justice Ministry drafts amendments to the law on fighting terrorism, providing for the responsibility of legal entities who finance terrorist activities.

12 October 2001 The chairman of the Central Electoral Commission, Aleksandr Veshnyakov, confirms the commission's position on presidential elections in Yakutia, stating that the incumbent head of the republic, Mikhail Nikolayev, has no legal grounds to nominate himself as presidential candidate for a third term.  

13 October 2001 The third congress of the Otechestvo political movement takes place in Moscow.  It will discuss merger with Yedinstvo and Vsya Rossiya.  Yury Luzhkov says he believes Vladimir Putin should head the new movement.

15 October 2001 The Ministry of Agriculture says Russia's gross yield of grain is a record 89.3 million tonnes, 12.5 million tonnes more than in 2000.

15 October 2001 An independence rally takes place in Tatarstan.  Anti-Russian and anti-US sentiment is expressed.  Today is the anniversary of the seizure of Kazan by Ivan Groznyy in 1552.

15 October 2001 The presidential envoy to the Urals Federal District, Petr Latyshev, says the Sverdlovsk Region duma might be dissolved if the deputies do not bring local laws into line with federal legislation urgently.

15 October 2001 Health Minister Yury Shevchenko says the Russian Health Ministry, if need be, is ready to help American doctors combat the outbreak of anthrax.

16 October 2001 Vladimir Putin signs a decree on the structure of the federal executive bodies.  The prime minister of the Russian Federation is to have five deputies.  Of these, one deputy prime minister is to carry out the functions of minister for industry, science and technology, one to act as agriculture minister and one as finance minister.  The Ministry for Federation Affairs, Ethnic and Migration Policy is to be abolished.  The ministry's functions are to be carried out by the Interior Ministry, Foreign Ministry and Ministy for Economic Development and Trade.

16 October 2001 Rossiyskaya Gazeta reports that Vladimir Putin has issued a decree appointing internal service Lt-Gen Vladimir Vorotnikov chief of the Sverdlovsk Region Internal Affairs Main Administration; Police Lt-Gen Nikolay Golovkin chief of the Moscow Region Internal Affairs Main Administration; Police Col Vladimir Lobanov chief of the Archangel Region Internal Affairs Administration; and Police Col Vladimir Shlemin first deputy chief of the Russian Federation Ministry of Internal Affairs Main Administration for the Northwestern Federal District.  

16 October 2001 The Yedinstvo party and the Otechestvo movement state they intend to hold a joint congress on 27 October.  They plan to admit the Vsya Rossiya party.

16 October 2001 Aleksandr Kiselev, deputy communications minister of Russia, says postal services have tightened up security following anthrax incidents in the USA.

17 October 2001 Novgorod Region governor Mikhail Prusak, who heads the committee on international affairs of the Federation Council, says that "direct presidential rule should be introduced in Kaliningrad Region".  

17 October 2001 Vladimir Putin chairs a conference at the MOD.  Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov, Deputy Prime Ministers Ilya Klebanov and Aleksey Kudrin, and the commanders-in-chief of all arms of service are in attendance.  They discuss current issues and Russian military security.

17 October 2001 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov says the financing of the armed forces is unsatisfactory.  

Finance minister Aleksey Kudrin says Russia's armed forces will spend R27bn more next year on state-of-the-art weapons and "this growth will subsequently be increasing every year".

Army Gen Mikhail Moiseyev says Russia will cut its force and security structures by 600,000 people by the year 2006.

17 October 2001 Vladimir Putin says he believes that the main phase of the operation to salvage the Kursk nuclear submarine which sank in the Barents Sea in August 2000 has been successful.  

17 October 2001 A large-scale military exercise has been held in Maritime Territory to sum up the results of the summer period.  

18 October 2001 The Public Opinion Fund conducts a poll on the conflict in Afghanistan.  40% of Russian citizens support the USA’s military strikes against Afghanistan, and 42% disapprove of them.  64% of those polled said that the military operation launched by the USA is a threat to Russia.  Most of those who share this opinion have a higher education (71%).  23% of the respondents have no such fears.

18 October 2001 The Russian Prosecutor-General's Office states it is seeking to abolish some articles in the Tatar constitution which do not comply with federal laws.  Deputy chief prosecutor of the Volga Federal District Aleksandr Zvyagintsev says that the civil chamber of the Russian Republic of Tatarstan had recognized on 3 October that 40 articles in the local constitution were fully or partially incompatible with the federal laws.

19 October 2001 Duma Defence Committee chairman Andrey Nikolayev says equipping Russia's southern borders with the former USSR republics will require R22bn to R25bn and ten years of consistent work.  He says: "equipping one kilometre of border costs from three to five million roubles".

19 October 2001 The Duma passes the draft federal budget for 2002 in the second reading.

19 October 2001 Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Aleksey Kudrin says defence procurement by the government will make up R79bn in 2002.  The president's instruction to increase spending on the Armed Forces and their material and technical support has been fulfilled and approved by lawmakers in the second reading of the federal budget for 2002, Kudrin noted.  Spending on defence procurement was raised by R27bn on Putin's instructions.

19 October 2001 The MOD says its centres for radiation, chemical and biological protection are not dangerous for the population and nature.  It denies that the anthrax being used in the USA has a Russian trace.

19 October 2001 MinAtom is made the national agency responsible for coordinating the observation of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).

19 October 2001 It is reported that criminal charges have been brought against Russian Minister of Railways Nikolay Aksenenko, who is also a former first deputy prime minister.  He is reported to have resigned.  This is later denied.

19 October 2001 Chechen President Aslan Maskhadov is interviewed in the Italian newspaper Panorama.  He says dialogue with Moscow is extremely difficult because of Moscow's demands.

20 October 2001 The MOD says units of the 58th Russian Army have been moved to the republics of Kabarda-Balkaria and Karachay-Cherkessia, to the Abkahaz and Georgian sections of the Russian-Georgian border.  The forces will block mountain gorges and passes in the region.

20 October 2001 The Social Liberal Association and the Social Democratic Party of Russia [SDPR] dissolve in order to join the united Social Democratic Party being created by ex-Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev.

21 October 2001 "The movement to support the policy of the president" holds its 2nd congress in Moscow.

21 October 2001 The Giant-4 barge with the Kursk nuclear submarine slung beneath it enters the No 50 floating dock of a shipyard in the settlement of Roslyakovo.  

22 October 2001 Vladimir Putin praises the government for good work in managing the economy.

22 October 2001 The information department of the Prosecutor-General's Office confirms officially that Railways Minister Nikolay Aksenenko has been accused of abusing his office powers (Article 286 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation), which resulted in damage to the state estimated at over R70m.

22 October 2001 Deputy prime minister and minister for agriculture Aleksey Gordeyev says the harvesting of grain crops has ended in Russia.  More than 90 million tonnes of grain were garnered in terms of initially recorded weight.  Gordeyev says that as many as 16.4 million hectares have already been sown to winter crops in Russia, which is 2 million hectares more than last year.  

22 October 2001 The commander of the united federal group in the North Caucasus, Lt-Gen Vladimir Moltenskoy, says that the plan to withdraw troops from Chechnya is being implemented to the full extent.  He says that Vladimir Putin's order on this will be complied with by April 2002.

22 October 2001 Security Council Secretary Vladimir Rushaylo says the Tu-154 passenger plane that crashed in the Black Sea on 4 October had been shot down by a missile launched from the Crimean peninsula.

22 October 2001 The newspaper Dagestanskaya Panorama challenges claims that the number of Muslims in Russia is 20 million.  It claims that the real size is probably around 13 million.  According to the 1989 census the number of peoples traditionally following Islam are as follows: 

Tatars  

5,522,000

Dagestani peoples 
(Avars, Dargins, Kumyks, Lezgins, Laks, Tabasarans,

Nogays, Rutuls, Aguls, Tsakhurs) 

1,749,000

        
Bashkirs 

1,345,000

        
Chechens 

   899,000

Kazakhs 

   636,000

        
Kabardins

   386,000

        
Azerbaijanis 

   336,000

        
Ingush 

   215,000 

        
Karachays 

   150,000

        
Uzbeks 

   127,000

        
Adygeys 

   123,000

        
Balkars 

     78,000

        
Cherkess 

     51,000

        
Kyrgyz 

     42,000

        
Turkmen 

     40,000

        
Tajiks 


     38,000

       
Abazins 

     33,000

        
Crimean Tatars 
     21,000

The newspaper states:

The number of other Muslim peoples (Turks, Kurds, Arabs, Uygurs, Persians, Afghans and exotic Baluchs) was less than 10,000.  We are not counting the number of Muslims among Osetians, Chuvash, Udmurts and Maris in order not to complicate our calculation.  Their number is very small, scarcely more than the number of Tatar and Kabardian members of the Orthodox Church.  

Adding all these together, it is concluded that not 20 million, but 11,790,000 "Muslims by birth" lived in Russia in 1989.

23 October 2001 Boris Berezovskiy says that he is not planning to sell his stake in the TV-6 company.

23 October 2001 Vladimir Putin meets leaders of Duma factions in the Kremlin.  They discuss the 2002 budget.

23 October 2001 The Russian military tightens control of the Russian-Georgian border in Kabarda-Balkaria.

24 October 2001 Tatarstan President Mintimer Shaymiyev meets Vladimir Putin in Moscow.

25 October 2001 The political council of Yedinstvo approves a proposed merger with the Otechestvo and Vsya Rossiya centrist movement.  The merger is to be finally approved by the third Unity congress in late December.

26 October 2001 President Vladimir Putin signs into law the Land Code and a bill on the enactment of the code, which were passed by the State Duma on 28 September and endorsed by the Federation Council on 10 October.

27 October 2001 The 32nd congress of the Union of Communist Parties of the Soviet Union (CPSU), which has gathered delegates from the former USSR, opens in Moscow.

27 October 2001 The second congress of the Union of Yedinstvo and Otechestvo rules that the extraordinary 3rd congress of the Union is to be held on 1 December in Moscow.

27 October 2001 Yury Luzhkov says the post of leader in the newly created union of the three centrist parties - Yedinstvo, Otechestvo and Vsya Rossiya - will be offered to Vladimir Putin.

27 October 2001 Valentin Sobolev, Deputy Secretary of the Russian Security Council, outlines on Russian TV Moscow’s conditions for negotiating with the rebel forces in Chechnya.

29 October 2001 Presidential aide Sergey Yastrzhembskiy rules out any return to the Khasavyurt deal of 1996 with Chechen rebels.  He says Khasavyurt was a mistake.

Chechen head Akhmad Kadyrov denies media reports claiming that he had been contacted by separatist leader Aslan Maskhadov's representatives with an offer of talks.

29 October 2001 Deputy prime minister Ilya Klebanov says the Kursk submarine disaster was caused by the explosion of one of the submarine's own torpedoes.

30 October 2001 The Narodnaya Party becomes officially registered.  It is led by Gennady Raykov.

30 October 2001 The State Council and Security Council hold a joint session on the Russian defence industry.  Vladimir Putin criticises the state of the defence industry.  Deputy secretary of the Security Council Vladimir Potapov says that there is a need for a long term policy for the military-industrial complex.

30 October 2001 A VTsIOM poll gives Vladimir Putin an approval rating of 75%.  This is up from 73% in September.  1,600 were polled on 30 October.  Mikhail Kasyanov has fallen from 50% to 48%, and the rating of the cabinet is up from 40 to 42%.

31 October 2001 The presidential envoy to the Southern Federal District, Viktor Kazantsev, says he will meet but not negotiate with the leaders of Chechen bandit formations.  

November

1 November 2001 The Presidenital Information department says federal forces' casualties in Chechnya in the course of the antiterrorist operation from 1 October 1999 until 10 October 2001 were 3,438 dead and 11,661 wounded.  The losses by federal departments were: Defence Ministry - 2,136 dead, 5,763 wounded; Interior Ministry - 1,196 dead (493 police and 703 interior troops) and 5,399 wounded, other departments - 106 dead and 499 wounded.  

1 November 2001 Russian Ren TV reports that the nationalist organization Tatar Public Centre is looking for volunteers in Kazan to fight side by side with the Taleban.  

2 November 2001 The head of the Russian MOD’s radiation, chemical and biological protection troops, Lt-Gen Viktor Kholstov, says there are no biological weapons in Russia.

2 November 2001 The Russian state arms trader Rosoboroneksport earned 2.8bn dollars in the first eight months of 2001 from supplying arms and military hardware abroad.  "A target for Rosoboroneksport's supplies of military production to foreign countries in 2001, adopted at a session of the Russian commission for military technical cooperation with foreign states, was set at 3.2bn dollars." 

2 November 2001 The chief of the Russian armed forces General Staff, Army Gen Anatoly Kvashnin, confirms reports that Chechen field commander Ruslan Gelayev was wounded recently in Abkhazia.

3 November 2001 Sovetskaya Rossiya interviews the chairman of the Islamic Party of Russia, Magomed Abdulkadyrovich Radzhabov.  The party has just held its second congress.

4 November 2001 Goskomstat says Russia's first national census is to be conducted from 9 to 16 October 2002.

5 November 2001 Talgat Tadzhuddin, chief mufti of Russia and European CIS countries, denounces US plans to continue air strikes against Afghanistan during the month of Ramadan.

5 November 2001 The head of the pro-Moscow Chechen administration, Akhmad Kadyrov, says there are no prospects for achieving anything good at the forthcoming meeting between the presidential envoy to the Southern Federal District, Viktor Kazantsev, and Chechen rebel envoy Akhmed Zakayev.  

5 November 2001 Rosoboroneksport deputy director-general Sergey Chemezov says Rosoboroneksport has exceeded the arms and military hardware export targets set by the Russian government for the current year.  The target for export sales was 3.27bn dollars; as of today the company has earned 3.6bn dollars from exports.  By the end of the year, the company intends to increase the value of export sales to 4bn dollars.  Approximately 70% of Russian arms and military hardware exports are made up of aviation sales.

5 November 2001 Vladimir Putin visits GRU (military intelligence) HQ.  

5 November 2001 Vladimir Putin discusses legal reform with Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Aleksey Kudrin, Justice Minister Yury Chayka, Constitutional Court Chairman Marat Baglay, Supreme Court Chairman Vyacheslav Lebedev, High Court of Arbitration Chairman Veniamin Yakovlev, Presidential Administration First Deputy Head Dmitry Medvedev and Presidential Administration Deputy Head Dmitry Kozak.  

5 November 2001 The Chechen Republic's representative in the Federation Council Akhmar Zavgayev says a new capital for Chechnya should be build in a new location, near the Severnyy airport or near Staryye Atagi and Novyye Atagi.

6 November 2001 North Caucasus Military District Commander Col-Gen Gennady Troshev says the situation in Chechnya can be considered to be under control, even though "individual bandits" are still wandering on its territory.

6 November 2001 Anthrax spores are found at the US consulate in Yekaterinburg.

6 November 2001 Deputy prime minister Ilya Klebanov says Russia plans to renew its nuclear submarine fleet as part of a national defence contract for 2002.

6 November 2001 The new head of the Defence Ministry's foreign relations department, Maj-Gen Vladimir Fedorov, takes office.  He replaces Lt-Gen Anatoly Mazurkevich, who had been appointed head of the ministry's main international military cooperation department.  Fedorov was born in the town of Shchelkovo, Moscow Region, in 1949.  He graduated from the western languages department in the Military Institute of Foreign Languages in 1975 and the Military Diplomatic Academy in 1983.  He held various posts in the General Staff's main intelligence department.  Prior to his current appointment he was Russia's military attaché in Syria.

7 November 2001 Vladimir Putin says that it is not possible for nuclear materials to be smuggled from Russia.

8 November 2001 The Finance Ministry says Russia's Gross Domestic Product totalled R857bn in October 2001.  Early data suggests that the GDP totalled R7,300bn from January to October 2001.

9 November 2001 The council of the heads of Central Federal District regions holds a session in Kursk to discuss the development of the domestic nuclear power industry.  The session was presided over by the presidential envoy to the Central Federal District, Georgy Poltavchenko.  He says measures are being taken to step up the physical protection of nuclear power plants.  

9 November 2001 The Russian State Statistical Committee gives information on the Russian population.  

There are over 22.5m people aged from 15 to 24 years, or 15% of the total number of the population, in Russia at present.  There are now some 14.6m people, or ten% of the population, aged under nine.  They will be in the age bracket of 15 to 24 years in 15 years' time.  The ageing of the population in Russia is connected with fewer births.  The birth rate in Russia dropped almost by half, from 2.5m to 1.3m, within ten years, from 1987 to 1997.  The birth rate sharply dropped again in the subsequent 18 months in connection with the 1998 economic crisis.

There were eight births for every 1,000 in 1999 and nine births in 2000.  There were 20 new-born babies per 1,000 in Russia in 1987.

9 November 2001 A Public Opinion Foundation poll states that 37% of Russians believe that their country will regain its status as a great power within five to 10 years, while only 28% shared this view in January 1999.  A total of 48% do not expect this to happen.  This is a significant drop from 58% two years ago.  The foundation polled 1,500 people in urban and rural areas on 30 January 1999 and 5 November 2001.

9 November 2001 The MOD states that new key appointments have been made to the Ground Forces command that is to be fully staffed by 1 December 2001.  Vladimir Putin has decreed to appoint Lt-Gen Vladimir Popov as deputy commander of the Ground Forces, Lt-Gen Vladimir Rebrikov as deputy commander and chief of armaments of the Ground Forces, Lt-Gen Gennady Kotenko as first deputy of the Ground Forces chief of staff.  Only the post of the Ground Forces deputy commander for peacekeeping operations remains vacant.  

9 November 2001 Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov says he believes Gazprom should be reformed.  He says it is a question of separating the transport and extraction components of the gas concern.

9 November 2001 The gold and foreign currency reserves of Russia went up 35.9% (by 10.03bn dollars) in January-October 2001.  The reserves enlarged from 27,972m dollars on 1 January 2001 to 38,002m dollars on 1 November.

9 November 2001 Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov says Russian oil companies intend to reduce oil exports to stabilize oil prices on the world markets.

10 November 2001 Vladimir Putin says the fight against terrorism and extremism is the most important task facing the Interior Ministry.

10 November 2001 The Russian Federal Border Service says it plans to significantly upgrade the technical equipment safeguarding the Chechen sector of the Russian-Georgian border next year.

10 November 2001 A terrorist bomb explodes in Vladikavkaz.

11 November 2001 Northern Fleet Commander Vyacheslav Popov says a team from the Prosecutor-General's Office and of the main military prosecutor's office are completing their investigation on board the nuclear submarine Kursk.  Northern Fleet investigators, led by prosecutor Vladimir Mulov, continue their work on board the Kursk.

12 November 2001 Vladimir Putin addresses senior officers in the MOD.  He expresses satisfaction over the path of military reform.

Chief of the General Staff Anatoly Kvashnin says the Russian armed forces plan to reduce numbers by about 200,000 servicemen, including 70,000 officers, in 2002-2003. 

12 November 2001 Head of the Russian Council of Muftis Ravil Gaynutdin categorically condemns Usamah bin Laden's attempt to justify the 11 September terrorist attacks on the US from the religious point of view.          

12 November 2001 The government announces that it will be expedient to reduce the volume of oil extraction in Russia in the fourth quarter of 2001 and the beginning of 2002 by 30,000 barrels a day.

Oil production in Russia in January-October 2001 increased 7.6% (by 20.27 million tonnes) year-on-year to amount to 287,933,000 tonnes.

12 November 2001 Chechen administration head Akhmad Kadyrov says the use of planes, helicopters and artillery in Chechnya is "not justified at the moment".  

Commander of the Russian North Caucasus Military District, Col-Gen Gennady Troshev says all Russian federal armed units currently in Chechnya, except for those stationed there on a permanent basis, will be withdrawn from the republic by next spring.  "Only units of the Defence Ministry's 42nd motor rifle division and the Interior Ministry's 46th brigade, stationed in Chechnya on a permanent basis, as well as a prompt response unit of the Airborne Troops acting in the southern part of the republic, will remain there by April 2002."  The principal part of the combined federal forces will be pulled out of Chechnya by the beginning of 2002.

13 November 2001 The Duma commission on Chechnya says the human rights situation in Chechnya is deteriorating.

14 November 2001 The Duma fails to override the Federation Council's veto on a law that reduces to 12 the number of governors who can be elected for more than two terms.

14 November 2001 Col-Gen Vladimir Isakov, commander of the armed forces rear services, says FAPSI, railway troops and the Russian special construction committee have unified their logistics support bodies over the entire territory of Russia.  He says the unification was a step towards the establishment of a single logistics support system for all Russian law-enforcement agencies.

15 November 2001 Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Aleksey Kudrin says that from 2002, salaries for service personnel will be no lower than those of public sector employees.

15 November 2001 Prime minister Mikhail Kasyanov says Russia will not agree to a large cut in oil exports.  He says the price corridor should be 20-25 dollars a barrel.  

15 November 2001 Russian human rights ombudsman Oleg Mironov says in the Duma that the human rights situation in Russia is a matter for grave concern.

18 November 2001 The first personal meeting between the presidential envoy for the Southern Federal District, Viktor Kazantsev, and Aslan Maskhadov's representative, Akhmed Zakayev, begins in Moscow.

19 November 2001 Head of the Chechen administration Akhmad Kadyrov meets presidential representative in the Southern Federal District Viktor Kazantsev in Moscow.  They discuss Kazantsev’s meeting with Aslan Maskhadov's representative Akhmed Zakayev.

19 November 2001 Eleven leaders of humanitarian groups send Putin details of Chechnya human rights violations.

19 November 2001 Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov signs an ordinance relieving Grigory Rapota from the office of first deputy minister of industry, science, and technologies in connection with his transfer to another job.  Mikhail Lychagin is his replacement.

19 November 2001 Berl Lazar, Russia's chief rabbi, tells the Second Congress of Russia's Federation of Jewish Communities that anti-Semitism at both the state and grassroots levels is becoming a thing of the past in Russia.  

19 November 2001 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov says it is too early to speak about an all-out transfer of the Russian armed forces to contract-based recruitment.  

19 November 2001 Chief of the 12th MOD directorate, Col-Gen Igor Volynkin, says all nuclear warheads in Russia will be transferred to the jurisdiction of this directorate by the year 2003.  

19 November 2001 Security Councill secretary Vladimir Rushaylo says Russia has obtained intelligence about Chechen rebels' plans to go to Afghanistan to fight against US troops.

20 November 2001 The chief of the organized crime administration of the Russian Interior Ministry Aleksandr Ovchinnikov says the chief organized crime administration of the criminal police service at the Russian Interior Ministry is setting up a special section on fighting terrorism and extremism.

20 November 2001 Vladimir Putin says he believes that the gas industry should be developed "with due account taken of present-day international problems".  "The Russian oil and gas complex can also play a decisive role in strengthening global economic stability."  Putin says that Gazprom should be restructured "persistently, consistently and without any haste".

20 November 2001 Energy Minister Igor Yusufov says Russia's anticipated 2001 oil output is 347 million tonnes, or 24 million tonnes more than last year.  Natural gas output in 2001 will be 580bn cubic metres, compared with 584bn last year.  The output of fuel oil will be 51 million tonnes, and that of coal 268 million tonnes, compared with 49 million and 258 million tonnes respectively in 2000.

20 November 2001 Chechen rebel leader Aslan Maskhadov is interviewed in Izvestiya He says that negotiations without preconditions are the only way to secure an end to the Chechen impasse.

21 November 2001 President Vladimir Putin attends the opening ceremony of the Civil Forum in Moscow.  The forum is set to establish a new form of dialogue between authorities and society.

21 November 2001 Vladimir Putin meets Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov.  Putin approves a government proposal for the beginning of a stage-by-stage transition to a partially professional contract-based service to operate instead of conscripted personnel.

Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov says by 2004 the MOD will submit a specific plan under which the transition to having fully professional armed forces will begin.

22 November 2001 Security Council Secretary Vladimir Rushaylo says that no accords similar to the "Khasavyurt agreements" should be expected from the current contacts between the federal authorities and a rebel representative.   He says: "Many are departing from double standards in assessing the terrorists.  It is a serious change which we assess very positively." 

22 November 2001 The Duma approves the new Russian Criminal Code in its third and final reading.  289 deputies voted in favour of it and 93 voted against.

22 November 2001 Lt-Gen Nikolay Staskov says Russia has not established conditions for the transition to a professional army, and it will take years of large-scale spending to set up an efficient system of professional servicemen's recruitment.

23 November 2001 Vladislav Putilin, head of the main organizational-mobilization directorate of the General Staff of the armed forces of the Russian Federation says he is unable to put a timetable as to when Russia will have a professional army.

23 November 2001 The head of the Federation Council's foreign relations committee, Mikhail Margelov, says Vladimir Putin is urging parliament to address the formation of a legal base for combating international terrorism.

23 November 2001 Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov and heads of Russian oil companies meet.  They say Russia is to cut extraction and export of oil in the fourth quarter of 2001 by 50,000 barrels a day.  

23 November 2001 Tatarstan President Farid Mukhametshin outlines Tatarstan’s position on bringing its constitution, into line with the Russian federal constitution at a meeting of regional parliamentary leaders.

24 November 2001 Mikhail Gorbachev is elected head of the Social Democratic Party of Russia SDPR at its founding congress.  The new party has incorporated 18 social democratic parties and organizations.  Samara Region Governor Konstantin Titov has become its chairman.  

24 November 2001 Rossiyskaya Gazeta reports that Russia is ahead of schedule in chemical disarmament.

25 November 2001 Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Aleksey Kudrin says he has no desire to be prime minister.  

25 November 2001 Internal Troops start major exercises in North Caucasus.

25 November 2001 The commander of the North Caucasus Military District, which includes Chechnya, Gennady Troshev, says he opposes contact with Akhmed Zakayev, Aslan Maskhadov’s envoy.

26 November 2001 Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov says that the annual tax collection target has been met ahead of schedule and can be exceeded.  Over R750 billion has been collected for the federal budget.

26 November 2001 The Moscow court of arbitration appeals section leaves in force the 27 September decision of the court on the liquidation of the Moscow Independent Broadcasting Corporation (which owns TV6).

27 November 2001 Interior Minister Boris Gryzlov tells Duma deputies of the cross-faction group Law and Order that the Interior Ministry requires radical reform aimed at transforming the internal affairs agencies from a repressive and punitive instrument into an institution providing for the welfare of the population.  He says the technical re-equipping of law-enforcement agencies was one of the key strategic aspects of the reforms.  Modern systems for information gathering and analysis, for the registration and identification of criminals, and surveillance and warning systems would permit to raise by several times the effectiveness of the work of police personnel.

27 November 2001 The head of the Chechen administration, Akhmed Kadyrov, attends a seminar on human rights in Chechnya in Strasbourg.  He rules out talks with the Maskhadov leadership.

27 November 2001 Russian presidential envoy to the Southern Federal District Viktor Kazantsev calls on the military in the North Caucasus to properly perform their duties and refrain from uttering political judgments.  He refers to comments by the commander of the North Caucasus Military District Gen Gennady Troshev, who is categorically against any talks with Chechen guerrillas.

27 November 2001 The general director of Askond research company, Vladimir Andreyev, says Russia has begun a programme of disposal of rail-borne missile systems arming strategic nuclear forces under START-1.

27 November 2001 The Security Council discusses the armed forces and their preparedness for mobilization.

27 November 2001 Deputy foreign minister Aleksandr Saltanov expresses opposition to Iraq becoming a target of the anti-terrorist operation.

28 November 2001 The Duma adopts three laws on judicial reform in their third reading.

29 November 2001 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov denies claims by the Georgian authorities that Russian combat helicopters delivered night-time strikes on Georgia's Pankisi gorge.

29 November 2001 A VTsIOM poll taken in late October and 23-28 November gives an approval rating of 80% for Putin.  18% do not approve of Putin's activities.  53% of the respondents approve of the activities of Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov, while 34% think the opposite (the indices were 48% and 33% a month ago).

1,600 were polled in both polls.

30 November 2001 Moskovskiy Komsomolets reports that on 14 November Deputy Vladimir Semenov (URF) put forward a motion asking for the Duma Security Committee to investigate and for the Federal Security Service to look into Supreme Mufti of Russia and the CIS European Countries Talgat Tadzhuddin's financial relations with the brother of terrorist number one Usamah bin Laden.  Tadzhuddin is chairman of the Central Religius Administration of Muslims of Russia.  The chamber took up Vladimir Semenov's motion without a single dissenting vote.

30 November 2001 The Duma adopts the federal budget for 2002 in its third reading.

December

1 December 2001 The constituent congress of the all-Russian Party of Yedinstvo and Otechestvo elects its Supreme Council.  The 17-member Supreme Council will comprise co-chairmen Sergey Shoygu, Moscow mayor Yury Luzhkov and Tatarstan's President Mintimer Shaymiyev, Duma deputy speakers Lyubov Sliska and Artur Chilingarov, Interior Minister Boris Gryzlov, European and world rhythmic gymnastics champion Alina Kabayeva and regional governors.  

1 December 2001 The Commander of the Northern Fleet Adm Vyacheslav Alekseyevich Popov is demoted.  Vice-Adm Vladimir Dobroskochenko is made temporary commander.

Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov says the government will consider the possibility of making a transition to a professional army.  He says a concept of the transition to a professional army will be worked out by the summer of 2002 and approved by April 2003.  The transition itself will be made in 2004-2010.

The newly restored Main Command of the Ground Forces officially begins work.

3 December 2001 A PACE delegation visits Chechnya.

3 December 2001 The chief of the General Staff, Army General Anatoly Kvashnin, meets members of the Federation Council to garner their support for military reform plans.

4 December 2001 Federation Council speaker Yegor Stroyev writes a letter of resignation.  He recommends representative of the St Petersburg legislative assembly Sergey Mironov to the post of speaker.

4 December 2001 The former commander of the Pacific Fleet, Vice-Adm Gennady Suchkov, has been appointed the new commander of the Northern Fleet in place of Vyacheslav Popov, who was dismissed.  The post of commander of the Pacific Fleet has been filled by the chief of staff of that fleet, Viktor Fedorov.

Vladimir Putin formally hands over the Gepard submarine to the Northern Fleet in Severodvinsk.

4 December 2001 Oil production in Russia in January-November increased by 7.6% year-on-year (by 22.55 million tonnes) to amount to 317.583 million tonnes.  Russian vertically integrated oil companies produced 275.287 million tonnes of oil in the first 11 months of 2001, with production in November of 25.6 million tonnes.

The largest producers in the reporting period were LUKoil - 57.638 million tonnes (5.165 million tonnes in November); Yukos - 52.888 million tonnes (5.008 million tonnes); Surgutneftegaz - 40.107 million tonnes (3.771 million tonnes); Tyumen Oil Company - 37.012 million tonnes (3.483 million tonnes); and Tatneft - 22.528 million tonnes (2.026 million tonnes).

Companies with Russian capital and joint ventures with foreign investment produced over 29.967 million tonnes of crude in the first 11 months of 2001, including 2.852 million tonnes in November.

Oil production by Gazprom in the first 11 months amounted to 9.323 million tonnes, including 884,400 tonnes in November.

5 December 2001 The Federation Council elects Sergey Mironov, representative of St Petersburg's Legislative Assembly, as its new speaker.

5 December 2001 The Government Information Directorate says Russia will cut oil exports by 150,000 barrels per day beginning on 1 January 2002.

5 December 2001 The Russian Supreme Court rules that a number of clauses in the Constitution of Tatarstan run counter to federal legislation.

6 December 2001 Defence minister Sergey Ivanov says Russia is much more interested in the complete defeat of gangs in Chechnya than in the whereabouts of bin Laden.

6 December 2001 Col-Gen Sergey Mayev, chief of the MOD’s main ordnance department, says the Russian armed forces will purchase no new military equipment in 2002 and its units will fill its equipment stocks through redistribution, preservation and competent operation of existing vehicles.  He says the priority in armament redistribution will be given to the troops accomplishing combat missions in the North Caucasus, peacekeeping forces in Abkhazia, the Balkans and other trouble spots, and permanent combat readiness units.

7 December 2001 Pesidential envoy to the Southern Federal District Viktor Kazantsev says Russia's leadership "would never repeat the Khasavyurt agreeements of 31 August 1996".  He says Chechnya’s status will not change, and that the military operation in Chechnya might end in spring 2002.

8 December 2001 The minister for nationalities policy, Vladimir Zorin, says that any attempts to review the borders of existing Russian ethnic and territorial entities or to create new ones would bring no positive results.  

10 December 2001 Human rights ombudsman Oleg Mironov calls for the abolition of the death penalty in Russia.  He says the human rights situation in Russia is generally satisfactory.

10 December 2001 The leader of the Federatsiya faction, the largest in the Federation Council, Valery Goreglyad, calls for extending the presidential term to seven years.

10 December 2001 Radio-technical troops commander Lt-Gen Aleksandr Shramchenko says Russian radio-technical troops have lost over 50% of their abilities to control the country's airspace since the beginning of the armed forces reform.  "In fact, we do not control the air space from the Ural Mountains to the Kurile Islands.  There is only a thin line of radar field along the border with Kazakhstan, Mongolia and China."

10 December 2001 Rosoboronseksport director-general Andrey Belyaninov says its total portfolio of orders is $11 billion.  

11 December 2001 The Russian Interior Ministry's main criminal investigation department confirms that the prominent Russian businessman Boris Berezovskiy is on the international wanted list.  

11 December 2001 Presidential envoy to the Central Federal District Georgy Poltavchenko says governors of bankrupt regions may be removed.

11 December 2001 The Security Council approves a new programme for the destruction of chemical weapons by 2012.

12 December 2001 Tatarstan President Shaymiyev says the federal constitution could be frequently amended.  He says the presidential term could be increased to five years.

Vladimir Putin says at a reception marking Constitution Day that the "the presidential term will not be changed to suit the current president".  

12 December 2001 Yakutian President Mikhail Nikolayev withdraws from the presidential race in Yakutia in favour of the director of the Alrosa diamond company, Vyacheslav Shtyrov.  

13 December 2001 Vladimir Putin addresses the 6th World Russian People's Synod in Moscow.

13 December 2001 Vladimir Putin appoints Lt-Gen Aytech Bizhev first deputy COS of the Russian air force.

Putin has promoted Baltic Fleet Commander Vice-Adm Vladimir Valuyev to the rank of admiral.  Lt-Gen Vladimir Danilkin, commander of armed forces air defence, Lt-Gen Viktor Kholstov, head of the Defence Ministry's Weapons of Mass Destruction Protection Troops and Lt-Gen Nikolay Svertilov, head of the ministry's main missile troops and artillery directorate, become colonel-generals.  

Maj-Gen Yevgenny Marusin is appointed chief of the Ground Troops intelligence.  

14 December 2001 The Duma passes in its first reading the bill aimed at enhancing the struggle against terrorism.  

The Duma adopts the federal budget for 2002 in the fourth and final reading.  280 deputies voted for the draft resolution in principle, 106 voted against, and three abstained.

14 December 2001 Vladimir Putin signs a decree on changes to regulations on the procedure of Russia's military-technical cooperation with other states.

14 December 2001 Col Aleksandr Chechetenko is appointed commander of the Ground Troops political work department.

14 December 2001 At its congress the Union of Right Forces transforms itself into a political party.

16 December 2001 Vladimir Putin congratulates Russia's Muslims on Uraza Bayram (Id al-Fitr), ie the end of Ramadan.

The chief mufti of Russia, Ravil Gaynutdin, states that Islam and terrorism are irreconcilable.  

16 December 2001 Chuvash President Nikolay Fedorov is re-elected for a third term.

16 December 2001 Vladimir Torlopov, chairman of the Komi Republic, wins the Komi presidential elections.

17 December 2001 Former Chechen separatist leader Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev admits that separatist fighters have had contacts with the Taleban.

17 December 2001 An agreement is signed by Alrosa and De Beers in Yakutia on the delivery of Yakut diamonds to the world market.

17 December 2001 Sergey Ivanov says Russia's Strategic Missile Troops will soon be restructured with the aim of upgrading Russia's nuclear missile shield.  He says the Security Council made a decision on restructuring the Strategic Missile Troops 18 months ago.

17 December 2001 The first deputy chairman of the committee on military-technical cooperation with foreign states, Aleksandr Denisov says Russian exports of armaments and materiel will exceed 4bn dollars in 2001.  "The final sum will become known in March 2002.  The overall foreign currency profits will exceed 4bn dollars, but will be smaller than 5bn dollars."

18 December 2001 Federal Security Service director Nikolay Patrushev briefs the media on anti-terrorist and counter-intelligence operations in 2001.

18 December 2001 Gazprom head Aleksey Miller says prospected gas reserves in Russia come to 46.9 trillion cubic metres.  He says Gazprom extracted 525.4bn cubic metres of gas in 2000.

18 December 2001 The All-Russian Party of Unity and Fatherland is officially registered.  It was set up on the basis of three centrist organizations: Yedinstvo, Otechestvo and Vsya Rossiya.

19 December 2001 Vladimir Putin signs the Federal Law on the Introduction of the Russian Criminal-Procedural Code.

19 December 2001 Vladimir Putin receives Yabloko leader Grigory Yavlinskiy.

19 December 2001 Viktor Pokhmelkin, deputy leader of the URF in the Duma, leaves the party.

19 December 2001 Defence Minister Sergey Ivanov says that negotiations with Chechen warlords could be carried out only on the issue of the extremists' disarmament and their surrender to the authorities.

19 December 2001 The Russian Supreme Court has reinstated the registration of entrepreneurs Afanasy Maksimov and Mikhail Sannikov as candidates for the post of Yakutia's president.  

19 December 2001 The Russian Supreme Court confirms the right of Vyacheslav Shtyrov, president of the ALROSA company, to run for president in the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia).

19 December 2001 A state of emergency is declared in Krasnodar Territory because snowfall has interrupted the energy supply.

19 December 2001 Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov signs a resolution to establish a commission to supervise energy sector reform.

19 December 2001 Goskomstat says in the first 10 months of 2001, the population of Russia declined by 711,900, or 0.5%.  On 1 November 2001, the country had a population of 144.1m.

19 December 2001 New nationalities minister Vladimir Zorin is interviewed in Kommersant.

19 December 2001 Deputy Atomic Energy Minister Bulat Nigmatulin outlines plans for investment in the nuclear energy industry, in an interview published in Kommersant.  He says R160 billion will be needed for investment in the civil nuclear power industry up to 2005.

20 December 2001 The Duma votes to ban terrorist propaganda in the mass media and approves amendments to laws on the mass media and on the struggle against terrorism, in the first reading.

20 December 2001 Federation Council Chairman Sergey Mironov is interviewed in Izvestiya.  He says a four-year presidential term is too short but stresses that he never meant to imply that it should be changed under Vladimir Putin.  

20 December 2001 An article in Krasnaya Zvezda assesses the combat activities of the Interior Ministry troops in 2001.

21 December 2001 The OSCE assistance group to Chechnya has its mandate limited to 31 December 2002.

21 December 2001 A new agency to develop Russia's maritime and naval policy - the Russian Maritime Collegium – is created and meets in St Petersburg.  Mikhail Kasyanov attends the collegium.

22 December 2001 Boris Berezovskiy is elected cochairman of the Liberal Russia political movement.  The other co-chairmen are: Duma deputies Sergey Yushenkov and Viktor Pokhmelkin (Union of Right Forces faction), Boris Berezovskiy, Boris Zolotukhin and Galina Sartan.

22 December 2001 The 10th convention of Yabloko decides to transform Yabloko into a political party.

24 December 2001 Mikhail Dmitriyev, the chairman of the Military Technical Cooperation Committee, says the portfolio of orders for Russian arms in 2002 already exceeds 2bn dollars.

24 December 2001 Human rights commissioner Oleg Mironov expresses his disagreement with Putin’s decision to abolish the pardons commission.

25 December 2001 Environmental journalist Grigory Pasko is sentenced for 4 years for espionage.  International environmental groups are shocked by the sentence.

25 December 2001 Vladimir Putin attends a meeting of the Interior Ministry leadership.  He calls for the creation of a new anti-terrorist investigative body.

25 December 2001 An aide to the commander of the Russian strategic missile forces, Col Aleksandr Vovk, says over a period of five years, the Russian strategic missile forces will be reduced approximately by a third down to about 500 missile launchers.

25 December 2001 A VTsIOM poll says that 73% approve of Vladimir Putin's activities, while as few as 19% disapprove of them.  1,600 were polled.  Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov's activities are approved of by 45% and disapproved of by 35%.  The activities of the cabinet on the whole won the approval of 42% and are disapproved of by 44%.

26 December 2001 Ground Forces commander Col-Gen Nikolay Kormiltsev says there will be no supplies of new weapons and military equipment to the Russian ground troops until the year 2010.

26 December 2001 Goskomstat says there are 39.4m poor people in Russia with an income below the subsistence level.  They account for 27.2% of the country's population.

27 December 2001 Export profits of Russia's Gazprom gas giant made 14.5bn dollars in 2001.  Gazprom exported 125bn cubic metres of gas in 2001.  Long-term export contracts exceeded 2,400bn cubic metres of gas to the total value of 250bn dollars, which guarantees one quarter of the European gas market to Russia for the next ten to fifteen years.

27 December 2001 URF leader Boris Nemtsov says the abolition of the pardons commission under the president of the Russian Federation "makes a mockery of the concept of pardon provided by the constitution" and "is a retreat from the civic society idea".

27 December 2001 Commander of Ground Troops and Deputy Defence Minister Nikolay Kormiltsev says permanent readiness units and formations are to get priority in combat training in the current training year.

28 December 2001 Ruslan Aushev resigns as president of Ingushetia.  This is because of the Supreme Court’s decision to cancel presidential elections in March 2002.

28 December 2001 President Vladimir Putin has talks at the Kremlin with his representatives in the federal districts about the results of their work in the outgoing year.  He also set them tasks for 2002.

28 December 2001 Vladimir Putin signs a decree on pardon commissions in Russian regions and rules for considering appeals for pardon.  These functions will be transferred to regional governors.

28 December 2001 The merged Otchestvo-Yedinstvo party publishes its manifesto in Rossiyskaya Gazeta.

29 December 2001 A VTsIOM poll held on 25 December asks who would you vote for in the Duma elections.  

CPRF 


35%

Yedinstvo 

30%

Women of Russia 
  6%

Yabloko 

  6%

URF 


  6%

31 December 2001 Vladimir Putin signs into law the federal budget bill for 2002, passed by the State Duma on 14 December and endorsed by the Federation Council on 26 December.
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