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THE ASSAULT LANDINGS IN NORMANDY

ORDE OF BATTLE

Second British Army

List of Pormations and Units which landed during the
first two tides and in the first two Alr Lifts,

lst Tide up to 1730 hrs Eth June 1944
ond Tide up to 0530 hrs 7th June 1ltLh
1st Air Lift 0020 - OL30 hra £th June 1%Ll

2nd Air Lift 2051 - 2123 hrs 6th June 19LL



NOTES

s s

General

The plan for the Assault Landings in Normandy {Cperation
"Overlord") envisaged the Zormations listed below, as
being landed on D-day, 6th June 134l,

Tirgt American Army, Sector

VIT U,3, Corpns

82 U.8. Airborne Division
505, 507, 508 Parachute Infantry Regimentsq(l)

101 U,S8. Airborne Division
501, 502, 506 Parachute Infantry Regiments, (1)

g4 U,3, Infantry Divisicn
8, 12, 22 Infantry Regliments

With under command for assault phase,(Q)
6 Armoured Group
1 Engineer Special Brigade
359 Regimental Combat team, 90 U,8, Infantry Division

vV U, 8, Corpe

U,8, Infantry Division
16, 18, 2€ Infentry Regiments
29 U.5, Infantry Division

115, 116, 175 Infantry Regiments

With under command for assault phase.(Q)

Avrmoured Group

Engineer Speclal Brigade
Emgineer Special Brilgade

Ranger Group (2 and 5 Ranger Bns)

lopt U AN

(1)

(2)

The basic organisation of each Alrborne Division
included a Glilder InTantry Regiment, i,e.

82 U,8., Airborne Div - 325 Glider Infaniry Regt.

101 U.5, Airborne Div -~ 327 Glider Infancry Regt.
Some elemeuts of both Reglments appear to have landsd

- during 6th June,.

The Armoured Groups contained the independent tank
battalions moastly equipped with D.D. tanks, The
Engineser Special Brigades were In general the
equivalent of the Britlsh Engineer Assaull Regiments
whose role was to ¢lear all obstacles and prepare
heach exits,

A Renger Battalion corresponded to a British Commando.



Second Pritlsh Aeny Sector

L _Corps

& Airborns Dlvision :
3 and 5 Parachute and 6 Air Landing Brigades

% Infantry Division
8y 9, 185 Inf Brigades with vnder command
27 Arnmcured and 1 S.3, Brigades

3 Canadian Infantry Division

7, 8, 9 Canadian Infantry Brigades with under command

2 Canadian Armoured and L S.S, Brigades

XXX _Corps

£0 {Northumbrian) Infantry Divisicn
69, 151, 23%1 Infantry Brigades wilth under command
8 Armgured and 56 Infantry Brigades

Particuiar

{a)

(e)

(f)

(g)

(n)
(1)

In ge=neral all the formatinns o’ the Sezond Army
employed in *he assault landinga were composed of
personnel drawn from the United Kingdom or Canada,

A1l those listed were of UK. extractlon unless the
prefix "Canauian' or "Can" 1s used.

In a f'ew cases, units were gplit and parts landed on
different beaches, In such cases the name of the
whole is entered once in the iist,

The HEs of supporting arms and services normally
landed with the szssault formations to which they
bulonged. They are neot included geparately in the
lists,

The same epplies to Signal Sections; L,A.,Daj Def.
Pls and F.S, Secs,

The percentage rule (4,C.1 LB8/1956 para 15) has besn
appllad to all the units listed aa they left the
anchorage to land., Small eiements and Recce partles
have not been incliuded.

In a few cases, units "phased in" on the 6th June and
sailing in the assault convoys have been excluded for
the following reasons:-

(i) on the voyage their transport was damaged and
they did not reach the anchorage.

(ii) They reached the anchorage but were then not
called in to land till too late to qualify.

Jists of Naval units ineclusive of the Royal Marines
and of Alr TForce units are attached,

The lis%t has been compiled from the various Operatlon
Instructions; Cpereatlon Orders and Landlng Tables

issued. All the entries have been checked agalnst the
Wer Diariss of the formations and unlts concernsd,



Se

2X¥_CQORP3

20 Northumbrian Division

Leading formations,; 69 and 231 Infantry Brigades

Divisional Troops

50 Div HQ
59 Div Sigs
50 Div Provost Coy
H.A,C,
Two Sgns. 61 Recce Regt,
el |
90 Fd Regt (S,P.) ~ 357, 358, 465 Ptys(l)

102 4 Tk Regh ~ 99, 288(2) Btya
82 Bty 25 L.A.A. Regt

2%% Fd Coy
295 #d Coy

505 #d Coy

235 Fd Pk Coy (3)

M, M.G, Bn
2 Cheshire Regiment
D.L,M,. C.
1,9 "d Amb
1éc Fd Amb
200 d Amb
22 Fd Hyg Scc.

60 Infanyvry Brigade

5 Rast Yorkshire Regiment
& Green Hewards
7 Green Howards

151 Infantry Brigade

& Durham Light Infantey
8 Durham Light Infantry
9 Durham Light Infantry

231 Infantry Brigade

2 Devonchire DRegiment
1l Hampshire Regiment
1 Dorsetshire Regiment

(1) The other two Fd Regts of the Div Arty d1d not land till
later,

(2) 107 and 289 Bitys did not land till the afterncon of D + 1,

(3) Pormed Specialist detachments, manning bulldozers etc.



Additional Formations and units placed under command for

the assault phace

8 Armourecd Brigade

L/7 Royal Dragoon Guards
FNottinghamshire Yeomanry

56 Infantry Brigade

2 South Wales Borderers
2 Gloucestershire Regiment
2 Essex Regiment

Ro A, Co

2 Countyof Lonlon Yeomanry
Two Tps 1Ll Royal Tank Reglment

R, A, | |
86 Fd Regt éS.P.) - 341, 342, L62 Btys
147 P& Regt (S.F.) ~ 413, 431, 511 Btys

196 Bty 7% A Tk Regt

234 Bty 73 A Tk Regt

320 Bty 93 L.A.A, Pegl

HG 120 L,A.A, Regh

394 Bty 120 L,A,4A. Regh

395 Bty 120 L.A.A, Regs

HQ 113 H.,AA, legh

152 A A, Qperatlons Room

One Tp 356 Searchlight Bty

One Flight 662 Air 0.F., Sgn. (&)

&=

R, 7,

HQ 6 Assault Regt
81 Asscult Sgn

82 Assault Sgn

75 74 Coy

280 ¥4 Coy

Ro An M__o Co

203 Fd Amb
158 Lt Fd Amb

Royal Marines

» RoM, Armd Support Regt
L7 R.M. Commando

G, H. 6., Llaison Regiment (2)

L.

(1)
(2)

Ground Staff only. Aircraft flovm In D + 2,

See page 13.



Sub=Arca units under command for assaull phase

104
9
10

R B,

69
89
90
183
21
23
51
74
1043

953
961

Beach SBub-~Area HQ and Sig Sec.
Beazh Group
Beach Group

Fd Coy

Fd Coy

F& Coy

¥d Coy

Stores See

Stores Sec
Mechanical Eqpt Sec
Mechanical Eqpl Sec
Port Operating Coy
I.W,T. Crerating Coy
I.W,T, Operating Coy

Infantry

2 Hertfordshire Regiment
6 Border Regiment

R, 4,83, C,

305 G.Ts Coy
536 G,T. Coy
705 G.T, Coy
2 DaI.D,
5 D. IOD.
24y Petrol Depot

R A, C.

o)
125

3
25
71
32
35

Casualty Clearing Station
Casualty Clearing Staticn
Fleld Dressing Station
Field Dressing Station
Fleld Dreselng Station
Fleld Dressing Station
Fleld Dreseslrg Station
Field Surgical Units

Nos, uly u29 h?, 38
Field Transfuslon Units

Nos, 24, 30
22 Port Det.
23 Port Deti,
Rg‘q. ‘\J. G.
7 Ord Beach Det.

10
36

Ord Beacn Det,
Ord Beach Det.

5.



R, E, M. E,
2li Beach Recovery Sec
25 Beach Rscovery Sec
XXX Corps Workshop (1)
C.M,P, (Provost)

240 Pro Coy
243 Pro Coy

Pioneer Corps

75 Pnr Coy
173 Pnr Coy
209 Pnr Coy
280 Pnr Cor

(1) TIncluded two composlte workshops and a Light
Recovery Section.



7.

I CORPS

3 Canadian Division

Leading formations, 7 and 8 Canadlan Infantry Brigades

Divisional Troops

3 Canadian Div HQ
3 Canadian Div Sigs

R—u C- .A.n
12 Canadian Fd Regt (S.P.) = 1L, 16, 43 Btys
13 Cenadian Fd Regt (S.PF. g - 22, uu, 78 Btys
14 Canadian ¥4 Regt (S.P.) = Ju, 66, 81 Btys
32 Bty L Canadian L.,A.A. Re
R.C,E.
6 Canadian #d Coy
16 Canadian Fd Coy
L8 Canadian 74 Coy
M. M,G. Bn
The Cameron Highlanders of Ofttawa
R. C. .A.n M. .g.l
1 Canadian »d Amb
22 Canadlan F4d Amb
23 Cangdian I’'d Amb

7 Canadian Infantry Brigade

The Reyal Winnlpeg Rifles
The Regina Rifle Regiment
1 Canadlan Scottish Regiment

8 Cansdlan Infantry Brigade

The Queen's Own Eifles of Canada
Le REcgiment de la Chaudiere
The Neorth Shore (New brunswick) Regiment

9 Canadian Infantry EBricade

The Highland Light Infantry of Carada
The Stormeont, Dundas and Glengarry Highlanders
The North Nova Scotia Highlanders



Additicnal formations and uuits placed under command
for the assault phase

2 Canadlarn Armoured Brigade

& Canadian Armoured Regiment (I,H.,)
10 Canadian Armoured Regiment (Fort Garry's)
27 Canadian Armoured Regiment (Sher Fus R)

L 8.8. Prigade

48 R,M, Commando
R.M. Engineer Commando (1 Sec)

C Sgn The Inns of Court Regimeut

19 Canadian Fd Regt (S,P.) - 55, 63, 99 Btye

62 A Tk Regt HQ - 245, 248 Btys
HQ 80 A.A. Bde {TAC)
114 L.A.A, Regt HQ ~ %72, %75 Btys

321 Bty 93 L.,A.A, Regt (1)

218 and 220 Bty 73 L.A.A. Regt
Two Tps 474 Searchlight Bty
155 A,A, Operations Room

160 A.A. Operations Room

*A* F1t 652 Air 0.P, Sagn (2)

26 Assault Sgn
80 Assault Sgn
262 PA Coy
5 Canadian Fd Coy

Royal Marines

2 R.M, Armoured Support Regt HQ = 3, 4 Biys (3)

Sub—Area Units under commend for Assault Phasge

102 Beach Sub-Area HQ and Sig Secc
7 Beach CGroup
8 Beach Group

HQ 7 G,H,Q., Troops Englneers

3 Coy
Fd Coy
F4d GCoy
»d Coy

19 Stores Scc
20. Stnres Sec
59 Mechanical Eqpt Bec
11 Port Operating Group
1C3L4 Port QOperating Coy
566 1I,W,T, Operating Coy

(1) U/comd 114 L.A,A, Regt,
(2) Ground Staff only.
(%) With Det 30 Assault Unit R.M,



infantry

8 Xings Regiment (Liverpool)
5 Royal Berkshire Regiment

RelaS,Ca

30 Transport Column HG
189 @,T, Coy ’
262 3,T. Coy
139 L, I, D,

140 D, I, D.
2110 Petrol Depot
2Ii2 Petrol Depot

32 Casualty llearing Staticn
Fleld Dreselng Statloan
Field Dreussing Station
Field Dresging Station
Field Dressing Statlion
FPicid Surgical Units

Nos. 33 34, U5, U6, 56
Field Transfusion Units
Nos. 13, i, 36
3 Banitary Sec
L, Sanitary See
1l Port Det,

LEYRNY}
ol N

2

Re Ao 0y Ca

15 Ord Beach Det
45 Ord Amn Coy

R M, He

22 Beach Iecovery Sec
23 Beach Recovery Sec

Provost

242 Coy
2kly Coy

Labour (R,P,C,)

58 Pioneer Coy
115 Pionser Coy
1Y Piuneer Coy
170 Pioneer Coy
180 Picneer Coy
225 Pioneer Coy
2Lb3 Pionzer Coy
293 Pioneer Coy

9.



I_CORPS

3 Infantry Division

Leading formations, 8 Infantry and 1 5,3, Bripgades

Divlislonal Troops

3 biv HG
2 Div Bigs
"2 Div Provost Coy

7 Pd Regt ES.P.i 9, 16, 17/L3 Btys
33 Fd Regt (S.P.

76 Fd Regt (S,P

z0 A Tk Regt

P11t

17 #d Coy
2he Pd Coy
253 Fd Coy
M,M,G, Bn
2 Middlesex Regiment
R, A M, C,
8 P4 Amb
9 ¥d Amb
227 Pd Amb

g Iyfentry Brigade

1 Suffclk Regiment
2 Tast Yorkshire Regiment
1 South Lancashire Reglment

9 Infantry Brigade

2 Lincolnshire Regiment
1 King's Own Scottish Borderers
2 Royal Ulster Rifles

185 Infantry Brigade

2 Royal Warwickshire Regliment
1l Royal Norfolk Reglment
2 King's Shropshire Light Infantry

101, 109, 1.3/114 Btys
302, 303, LbL Btys
41, 45, 67, 101 Btys



1l.

Additlonal formatlions and units placed under command for
the Assault Phase

27 Armoured Brigade

1%/18 Royal Hussars
Fagt Riding Yeumanry
Staffordshire Yeomanry

1l 3.8, Brigade

3 Conmar.do
L} Commsaado
6 Commando
h5 Royal Marine Commando
Two Tps 10 (I.A.) Commando
One Tp R.M. Engineer Conmando
R,A,.C,

22 Dragoons

53 Medium Regt HQ only
73 I A. A, Regt HQ and 218 Biy
318 Bty 92 L.,A.A, Regt., Cne Tp only
322 Bty 93 L.A. A, Regt
Survey Bty, 9 Survey Regt
'B' F1t 652 Air O,P. Sgn

R.E,

HG 5 Englneer Assault Regt
77 Assault Sgn
79 Assault Sgn
71 ¥4 Coy
263 Fd Coy
629 Fd Sgn

ReheSsC

106 Bridging Coy
90 Armd Bde Coy

Royal Marinesg

41 R.M. Commando (1) )
5 Independent Armd Support Biy. (S.P.) (3 Tps only)

Sub-Areag Units under ccommand for Amssault FPhasge

101 Beach Sub-Area HQ and Sig Sec
5 Begch Group
6 Beach Group

RB E.

HG 18 G.,H.Q. Troops Englneers
84 Fd Coy
91 Fd Coy
8 Btores Sec

g Stores Sec
50 Mechanieal EqQpt Sec

9 Port Operating CGroup
999 Port Operating Coy

1028 Port Operatin§ Coy
940 I.W.T. Operating Coy

(1} of 4 S.S. Bde,



12.

nfentry

5 King'es Regiment {(Liverpool)
1l Buckinghamshire Battalion

R.A.5,C,

21 Transport Column H@
39 G T, Coy (1)

101 G.T. Coy

299 G,T. Coy

633 G,T. Covy
96 D.I.D,

128 D,I1.D,

227 Petrol Depot

238 Petrol Depot

R.AM,C.

16 Casualty Clearing Station
9 Fleld Dreassing Station
12 Fleld Dresaing Station
20 Fielid Dressing Station
21 Field Dregsing Station
20 #i2l1d Dressing Station
Fleld Surgical Units
Nos,. 379 389 ::399 }-‘-09 55
Field Traasfusicn Units
Nos. 21, 22, 29
1 Field Sanitaery Sec
2 Fleld Sanitary Sec
20 Port Det

Rgho Qe Co

11 Ord Beach Det

12 Ord Beach Det

LYy Ord Amn Coy
R.E. M, B,

20 Beach Recovery Sec
21 Beach Recovery Sec

Provost

241 Ccy
2L5 Coy

Lapour (R.P.C.)

53 Picneer Coy
85 Pioneer Coy
102 Pion=er Coy
129 Piloneer Coy
149 Pioneer Coy
267 Pioneer Coy
292 Pioneer Coy
303 Pioneer Coy

f1) These fou» G,T., Coys manned DUKWs and In each case
only 2 Pls landed.



13,

I CORP3

51 Highland Diviasion (1)

5 Black Watch
1 Gordon Highlanders
5/7 Gordon Highlanders

G.H,Q, Ilalson Regiment (2)

(1) A ‘follow up' Division, the three units listed
formed part of the 153 Infantry Brigade.
All three landed on the evenlng of D-day,

(2) Five patrols of 'Phantom! were ashore by the evening
of D—day on 2nd Army front,



1y
I_CORPS

6 Alrborne Dlvision

Divisional Troops

6 Alrborne Div HQ
& Alrvorne Div Sigs
6 Airborne Div Provoest Coy

& Alrborne Armd Recce Regt

211 Bty 53 Air Landing Light Regt
3 Alr Llending A Tk Bty
4 Adr Landing A Tk Bty (1)

3 Parschute Sgn
591 Parachute Sgn
249 Fd Coy (Alrborre) (1)

Infantry (2)
22 Independent Parachute Coy

R.A. S, C,

716 Light Composite Cov
%98 Composite Coy (1)

Ry 2,1, C.

224 Farachute Fd Amb
225 Parachute FFd Amb
195 Alr Landing F4 Amb
R,E,. M. E.
6 Adrborne Div Wksp (3)

Army Air Corps

1 Wing Glider Pilot Regt
2 Wing Glider Pilot kegt

3 Parachute Brigade

8 Parachute Battalion
9 Parachute Battalion
1 Canadlan Parachute Battallon

(1) By Sesa,
(2) To prepare dropping and landing zones,

(3) A strong detachment went in gliderborne at
H + 4 hrs on D~-Day.



15,

5 Parachute Brigade

7 Parachute Battalion
12 Parachute Battalion
13 Parachute Battalion

6 Alr Landing Brigade

2 Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire nght Infantry (1)
1 Royal Ulster Rifles :
'A' Coy 12 Devonshire Regiment (2)

(1) To try and seize intact the bridges et Benouville and
Ranville a special force was used conslsting of:-

Two Pls 'B' Coy 2 0xf Bucks
DY Coy 2 0xf Bucks
Detachment (30) 249 Fd Coy (Airborne) R.E,

(2) The remainder of 12 Devon landed by sea on D + 1.



16.

ROYAL NAVY

Units which landed during the Assault Phase

l. XXX Corpse Sector 50 (N) Division front
"GOLD" Area -» "JIG" and "KING" Beaches
Eeach Cdo 'J!

1 it IQ!
t t I'T'i

2. I Corps Sector 3 Canadian Division front,
"JUNO" Area — "MIKE" and "NAN" Beaches
Beach Cdo 'L!
t 'H QPI
i 1 18!
3e I Corpas Sector 3 Division front

"SWORD" Area - "QUEEN" and "ROGER" Beaches

Beach Cdo 'P!
i i iR!

NOTE: A Naval Beach Commandoc consisted of 11 Officers,
6 Petty Officers and 67 ratingse plus a signslx
unit of 30.



17.

ROYAT, MARINES

Additional Units which landed during the Assault phase

1, Landing Craft (1)

'®! Squadron 605 Flotilla
1t

605

€07 "
609 1"
65L "
698 1

!B! 803 1
806 "
BOT 11
808 "
809 I

Squadron

700 tt
706 "
557 "

Independont

ferry ssrvice,

Tptal personnel employed

B craft

2, Landing Craft Obstacle Clearance Units

12) Landing Craft Mechanlsed
11 (L.C.H,)

16

E16 Landing Craft Vehlele,
16 Pereonnel

Elg (T.C.V.(P)) (2)

1

Landing Craft Personnel
Large)
L,C.P. (L))

Primary dutles ship to shore assauli and

= approx 500
= 198

1t

The American equivalent of L.C,P.(L)

(L.C.0.C.U.)

Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

formed from R,M, Engineer Cdo.



18.

ROYAT, ATR FQRCE

Unite which ianded during the Assault phase., (1)

1304 WMobile Wing Hdgs R.A.F. Regiment
1305 1t 1 " 1 4]
104 Beach Section
197 1t U
15082 Ground Controlled Interception Unit (2)
15083 1 1! t 1t .
21 Base Defence Sector (2)
2l 1 " 1"
51 Beach Balloon Flight
Provost and Securlty Unit
Emergency Landing Strip Echelou
11 Adr Formation Signals ?%—Line Section;
16 " v i [z Wing Ssction
Mobile Signal Unite Noa:
5L33 5543 582, 585, 5006 51;; 50303
5132 Elg; 5141 (1); 5153 (1): 52603
5276 (1

NCTE (1) All Units ceme from Nos 83 and 85 Grouns.

(2) These units landed through the Firast
fmerican Army Sector.



CABINET OFFICE,
HISTORICAL SECTION,
alephone No.: WHItehall 5422 QUEEN ANNE'S CHAMBERS,

x —\-_’.ﬂﬂ"x‘j

4), TOTHILL STREET,
S.w.|

29th July, 1958

Dear ‘ﬁbu%ﬁl’

We have been trying to establish the complete
strength and casuvalty figures for the assault landing
in Normandy, for some time, and have finally assessed
them as shown in 2 (iv) of the attached.

We have come to the conclusion that under the
conditions prevailing on the Beaches and in view of the
complicated nature of the Order of Battle, few returns,
subnitted immediately, have any real value. Those con=
tained in the War Diary of I Corps with their comparatively
high proportion of "Missing"” illustrate this. It was not
rossible to prepare accurate returns till three or four days
later. These exist, but contain bulk figures for the period,
and give no separate assessment relating to 'D' Day.

Yours sincerely,

Lt. Col. F.W, Young,
Librarian, 8paff College,
Camberley, .
Surrey.



Strength Returnsg and Cagualty Figures

Assault Landing in Normandy

up to asbout 0600 hrs

Zth Juns

le Officigl Flgures

Wer Diary I Corps A/G Branch, June 194k

Consolidated Cagualty and Strength Return made up to
0600 hrs 7 June 194LbL:

Formation Strength Cagualties
All Ranks Killed Wounded Missing
6th Airborne Piv. 5,177 61 349 612
3rd U.K. Inf.Div. 10,899 107 511 339

"The Canadian Aruyl 1939=451 Pag

1D

179, By Dol. C.P. Stacey

) T -Nhﬁ/x’““vfﬁmx_y';#.
3 Canadlan Div. about 355 . i
14,500 706

2« Notes: Estimates etc;

(i) HQ 2nd Army estimated that by midnight 7/8 June 97,000
men and 12,000 vehicles had bsen landed by sea. 1.e.
exclusive of 6 Airborne Division transported by air.
This gives a figure of gbout 102,000 ashore by midnight
7/8 June. But the basis for this assessment is not
stated,

(ii) The War diasry 50O Div. A/Q Branch is an entry dated
Bth June gives a Casualty Return which readsi~

Killed 144 Wounded 617 Missing 318

Pregumably this covers the fighting up to Midnight
7/8 June,

(iii) None of the other War Diaries contain any Landing
Strengths or Casualty returns for 'D' Day.

(iv) The Officiel Historians have estimated that up to
Midnight 6/7 June:

75,215 Landed by Sea, suffering 3,000 Casuclties
7+900 Landed by Air, suffering 1,300 Casualties

Total
83,115 Landed, all told, suffering 4,300 Casualties.



Brigadier H,B, Latham

CABINET OFFICE
HISTORICAL SECTION,

Telephone No.,: WHItehall 5422 QUEEN ANNE'S CHAMBERS,
4], TOTHILL STREET,

sw.l

Dear ‘ifﬁi&%%’
!

I thought you might like to have a copy of the
Order of Battle of the Second British Army for the
Asgault Landings in Normandy 6~7th June 1944, which has
been prepared in thils Sectlon.

We thought 1t advisable to do this, whilat so meny
of those who took part were still living and able to
check the drafts we have circulated.

Perhaps I should stress that the "Assault Phasge"
closed at 05,30 hrs on 7th June 1944 on the beaches and
at 21.23 hrs on 6th June 194)} for the Alr Lift and draw
your attention to page 2 paragraph 2(r).

Many of the "units" recorded were very small ones
and the pilcture presented of the "tail" required to
make such an assault successful 1s not without Interest,

Yours ever
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