
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

October 2008, © JSCSC in partnership with 
 

JJSSCCSSCC  LLIIBBRRAARRYY  
BBIIBBLLIIOOGGRRAAPPHHYY  

 
    

Command and Leadership Series 
 

Air Chief Marshal Hugh Dowding, 
1st Baron Dowding 

 
 

 



 
Air Chief Marshal Hugh Caswall Tremenheere Dowding  

1st Baron Dowding (1882-1970) 
 
Introduction 
Lord Dowding’s claim to fame was his judicious handling of the Royal Air Force’s tightly stretched 
air defence forces during the Battle of France and the subsequent Battle of Britain during 1940.  Much 
of Fighter Command’s success is due to Dowding’s preparation for war in the late 1930s and his 
support of the revolutionary radar technology to enable the effective use of scarce fighter resources. 
 
Hugh Dowding was born in 1882 and was one of the earliest members of the Royal Flying Corps.  He 
rose to command an RFC Wing during the Battle of the Somme but he fell foul of Trenchard, who had 
a very different temperament from Dowding, and spent the last two years of the War running a 
training brigade in the UK.  Although well respected by many of his contemporaries, Dowding was 
never a popular man and was known for his reserve rather than strong leadership.  However, he 
progressed through the inter-war RAF and was Air Member for Research and Development by 1935.  
He was instrumental in the procurement of radar and of modern fighters such as the Hurricane and 
Spitfire and became C-in-C of RAF Fighter Command in 1936. 
 
Following grievous losses during the Battle of France Dowding wrote an historic memo to the War 
Cabinet warning of the dire consequences should the drain of men and equipment be allowed to 
continue in France.  That he was successful in marshalling his resources to win the Battle of Britain 
and halt the threat of German invasion is now a matter of history.  He also had to fight many difficult 
battles in Whitehall where he failed to maintain the support of many of his Air Ministry colleagues, 
especially with regard to the difficult relationship between two of his Group commanders, Park and 
Leigh-Mallory.  Many historians consider Dowding’s leaving of Fighter Command in somewhat 
ignominious circumstances after the Battle as distinctly unfair, although probably inevitable. 
Following an unsuccessful tour of the United States where Dowding came into conflict with official 
British policy, he retired completely, was created a baron in 1943, and spent much of the rest of his 
life in the study of religions and spiritualism until his death on 15 February 1970. 
 
 
This bibliography has been designed to provide a guide as to where to find information on Dowding.  
Please note that the list of references below is a selection of the more relevant titles and information on 
the subject.  The list is not intended to be exhaustive or definitive but is an introductory guide to some 
of the resources available. 
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