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Introduction 
An inspiration and guide to Army rank and file, Slim had a long history of action and command during 
both World Wars. He served with his regiment at Gallipoli in 1914 and went on to conduct placements 
in France and Mesopotamia. He also served in India as Captain of the 1/6 Gurkha Rifles against the 
Tochi Wazirs, returning to this country sporadically until his promotion to Brigadier in 1938.  
 
After recuperation from injuries gained from an Italian strafing attack, he commanded in Iraq, Iran and 
then Burma, coping admirably with heavily battered forces in 1941. His leadership of what was to 
become the 14th Army in 1943 effected a formidable force, checking Japanese offensives at Arakan 
and directing the liberation of Burma in 1944. Slim was made a full General in 1945 and published his 
memoirs, ‘Defeat into Victory’ in 1956. 
 
 
This bibliography has been designed to provide a guide as to where to find information on Slim.  
Please note that the list of references below is a selection of the more relevant titles and information on 
the subject.  The list is not intended to be exhaustive or definitive but is an introductory guide to some 
of the resources available. 
 
Monographs 

Adair, John. Great leaders. Guildlford: Talbot Adair Press, 1989, 312p.  
 
Calvert, Michael. Slim. London: Pan/Ballantine, 1973.  
 
Evans, Geoffrey. Slim as military commander. London; Batsford, 1969, 239p. 
 
Hickey, Michael. The unforgettable army: Slim's XIVth Army in Burma. Tumbridge 
Wells: Spellmount, 1992, 318p.  
 
Kirby, Stanley Woodburn & others. The war against Japan. Volume IV: The reconquest of 
Burma. London: HMSO, 1965, 568p.  
 
Lewin, Ronald. Slim: the Standardbearer. Cooper, 1976, 350p.  
 
Lyman, Robert. Slim, master of war: Burma and the birth of modern warfare London: 
Constable, 2004, 327p.  
 
Lundin, Walter B. Slim’s generalship in the 1944 India-Burma campaign. Quantico, VA: 
Marine Corp Command and Staff College, 2002, 51p. 940.542.53LUN [2 copies] 
 
Perrett, Bryan. Seize and hold: master strokes on the battlefield. London: Arms and 
Armour, 1994, 224p.  
 
Riley, Don T. The evolution of operational art: the reconquest of Burma 1943- 1945. US 
Army Command & General Staff College. 940.542.53RIL [1 copy] 

 
Rooney, David. Wingate and the Chindits: redressing the balance. London: Arms & 
Armour press, 1994, 256p.  
 
Sheffield, Gary & Till, Geoffrey. Challenges of high command in the Twentieth Century. 
Camberley: Strategic & Combat Studies, 1999, 142p.  
 
Slim, William. Courage and other broadcasts. London: Cassell, 1957, 186p.  



 
             Slim, William. Defeat into victory. London: Cassell, 1956, 576p.  

 
Slim, William. Defeat into victory. New York: Cooper Square Press, 2000, 576p.  
 
Young, Edward M. Meiktila 1945: the battle to liberate Burma. Oxford: Osprey, 2004, 96p.  

 
Periodical Articles 

Barnett, Corelli. The impact of surprise and initiative in war. RUSI Journal. June 1984, pages 
20-26. 
 
Bellamy, Ronald F and Llewellyn, Craig H. Preventable casualties: Rommell's flaw, Slim's 
edge. Army. May 1990, pages 52-56. 
 
Evans, Geoffrey. Victory in Arakan, 1944. History Today. March 1969, pages 167-175. 
 
Gilani, M. A. The master stroke of General Slim: Burma Campaign – 1945. Defence Journal. 
Vol 10, No 8, March 2007, pages 57-61. 
 
Glueck, William J. Lessons from the Arakan campaign. Marine Corps Gazette. February 
1988, pages 40-42. 
 
Lewis, Brenda Ralph. Slim. Army, July 1981, pages 67-71. 

 
Mackinlay, J. Captain W J Slim MC, 6th Ghurkha Rifles, 1920 to 1925. British Army 
Review. Apr 1988, pages 23-30. 
 
Read, D. Courage in captivity. Defence Force Journal. Jan-Feb 1978, pages 17-23. 
 
Slim, William. The campaign of the Fourteenth Army 1944-45. Australian Army Journal. 
Aug 1950, pages 5-58. 
 
Slim, William. Liberty and Discipline. Army Journal. October 1976, pages 29-33. 
 
Slim, William. Higher command in war. Military Review. May 1990, pages 10-21. 
 
Withers, Benjamin G. Slim, Rommel, and preventive medicine. Infantry. Jan-Feb 1995, pages 
21-22. 

 
Websites 

Burma Star Association 
http://www.burmastar.org.uk/slim.htm  
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http://www.rothwell.force9.co.uk/burmaweb/  
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