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Effects Based Warfare 
Effects Based warfare focuses not only on defeating the opponent’s forces, but also seeks to shape 
their thinking and behaviour.  This is achieved by a range of political, economic and military actions, 
the aim being to induce the opponent, neutral, or ally to pursue a course of action in keeping with the 
instigators interests.   

Information warfare is related to effects based warfare, being the use and management of information 
in pursuit of a competitive advantage over an opponent. This may involve collection of tactical 
information, assurance that one's own information is valid, spreading of propaganda or disinformation 
among the enemy, undermining the quality of opposing force information and denial of information 
collection opportunities to opposing forces. 
Connected to both of these terms is Network Centric Warfare (NCW), or Network Enabled Capability 
(NEC), the concept of linking all aspects of warfighting in to a shared situation awareness, thereby 
increasing the power of the military.1

 
 
This bibliography has been designed to provide a guide as to where to find information on effects 
based warfare. Please note that the list of references below is a selection of the more relevant titles and 
information on the subject. The list is not intended to be exhaustive or definitive but is an introductory 
guide to some of the resources available. 
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