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The future of the Royal Air Force 
 
The Royal Air Force has a long and proud record of achievement in both peace and war and is today 
regarded as one of the most capable and professional air forces in the world. Like any other air arm, it 
is heavily reliant upon technology, particularly to provide its operational capability. Advances in 
aerospace and weapon technology have a direct impact on force structure, organization and doctrine, 
forcing the RAF to constantly evolve in order to employ its aircraft and weapons to the best effect in 
the projection of air power wherever and whenever needed. 
 
In recent years there have been several significant technological advances that have influenced the 
RAF and how it operates and looks to the future. Advances in stealth technology; precision-guided 
munitions; unmanned air vehicles; command, control and communications technologies; together with 
a whole range of capabilities that now come together under ISTAR (Intelligence, Surveillance, Target 
Acquisition and Reconnaissance) are changing the face of the RAF from its outdated Cold War 
posture. 
 
Continuing operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, together with experience in other recent combat or 
peace support operations are forcing the pace of change as well as benefiting from the results.  
However, advances in technology are being matched by the changing way of warfare where the enemy 
is often difficult to identify and target and where asymmetric forces can pose major threats to much 
larger, conventional forces. The move towards a more expeditionary warfare footing is just one 
example of how the RAF is adapting its organization, force structure and doctrine to cope with 21st 
Century operations. 
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