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Religion and warfare

Religion as a catalyst both for conflict and its termination is a subject that has exercised many.
Explosive events in the US and the Middle East have brought Islamic extremism to public attention in
the Twenty First Century but from the Crusades and the Wars of Religion, to still simmering tensions
in Northern Ireland, the links between religion and conflict have a long history.

While religion has been used to motivate and inspire some combatants as well as to vilify others, it is
considered simplistic to assume that removing the religious element in a conflict would immediately
speed up its resolution.

This bibliography has been designed to provide a guide as to where to find information on religion and
warfare. Please note that the list of references below is a selection of the more relevant titles and
information on the subject. The list is not intended to be exhaustive or definitive but is an introductory
guide to some of the resources available.

Monographs

Al Rasheed, Madawi & Shterin, Marat (eds.). Dying for faith: religiously motivated
violence in the contemporary world. London: IB Tauris, 2009, 222p.

Appleby, Scott. The ambivalence of the sacred: religion, violence and reconciliation.
Boulder, CO: Rowman, & Littlefield, 2000, 428p.

Bachrach, David. Religion and the conduct of war ¢300-c1215. Woodbridge: The Boydell
Press, 2003, 216p.

Bartov, Omer, & Mack, Phyllis (eds.). In God’s name: genocide and religion in the
Twentieth Century. New York: Berghan Books, 2001, 401p.

Cole, Juan. Sacred space and Holy War: the politics, culture and history of Shi’te Islam.
London: | B Tauris, 2002, 254p.

Cole, Darren. When God says war is right: the Christian’s perspective on when and how
to fight. Colorado Springs, CO: Waterbrook Press, 2002, 160p.

Ellis, Marc. Unholy alliance: religion and atrocity in our time. Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg
Fortress Publishers, 1997, 214p.

Fernandes, Edna. Holy warriors: a journey into the heart of Indian fundamentalism.
London: Penguin, 2006, 332p.

Firestone, Reuven. Jihad: the origin of holy war in Islam. Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1999, 195.

Great Britain. Defence Intelligence Staff. Afghanistan: background brief. London: Defence
Intelligence, 2005, 37p.

Haleem, Harfiyah, et al (eds.). The crescent and the cross: Muslim and Christian
approaches to war and peace. Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1998, 234p.

Jefferis, Jennifer L. Religion and political violence: a sacred protest in the modern world.
London: Routledge, 2010, 211 p.



Klastfelt, Niels (ed.). Religion and African civil wars. London: C Hurst, 2005, 203p.
Knecht, Robert. The French religious wars 1562-1598. Oxford: Osprey, 2002, 95p.
Mojzes, Paul (ed.). Religion and the war in Bosnia. Atlanta, GA: Scholars Press, 1998.

Nehra, R. K. Hinduism and its military ethos. New Delhi: Lancer, 2010, 481 p.
294.5:355(540)NEH [1 copy]

Morrison, Alex (ed.). Peacekeeping, peacemaking or war: international security
enforcement. Toronto: Canadian Institute of Strategic Studies, 1991, 159p

Palmer-Fernandez, G P (ed.). Encyclopaedia of religion and war, New York: Routledge,
2003, 530p.

Runciman, Steven. A history of the Crusades, vols 1, 2 & 3. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1951.

Seiple, Robert, & Hoover, Dennis (eds.). Religion and security: the new nexus in
international relations. New York, NY: Rowman, & Littlefield Publishers, 2004, 198p.

Smock, David. Religious perspectives on war: Christian, Muslim and Jewish attitudes
towards force. Washington, DC: United States Institute on Peace Press, 2002, 61p.

Thomas, Raju, & Friman, Richard (eds.). The south Slav conflict: history, religion,,
ethnicity, and nationalism. London: Garland, 1996, 427p.

Trabun, Michael. When the West meets Islam: cultural issues and considerations for the
regional combatant commander. Newport, RI: Naval War College, 2004, 21p.

Tyerman, Christopher. Fighting for Christendom: holy war and the crusades. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2004, 247p.

Woodworth, Steven. While God is marching on: the religious world of Civil War soldiers.
Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 2001, 394p.

Periodical Articles

Carlson, John D., Winning souls and minds: the military’s religion problem and the Global
War on Terror. Journal of Military Ethics, Vol. 7, No. 2, 2008, pp. 85-101.

Cushman, D. J. The compatability of religious and military, ethics. Canadian Forces College
Review, 1988, pp. 39-46.

Dorn, A. Walter & Gucciardi, Stephen. The sword and the turban: armed force in Sikh
thought. Journal of Military Ethics, Vol. 10, Iss. 1, March 2011, pp. 52-70.

Fox, Jonathan. Do religious institutions support violence or the status quo? Studies in
Conflict and Terrorism, Vol. 22, No. 2, Apr-Jun 1999, pp. 119-139.

Hegghammer, Thomas. The rise of Muslim foreign fighters: Islam and the globalization of
Jihad. International Studies, Vol. 35, No. 5, Winter 2010/2011, pp. 53-94.



Joll, Christopher M. Religion and conflict in southern Thailand: beyond rounding up the usual
suspects. Contemporary Southeast Asia, VVol. 32, No. 2, August 2010, pp. 258-279.

Juergensmeyer, Mark. Holy orders. Harvard International Review, Vol. 25, Issue 4, Winter
2004, pp. 34-38.

Kedourie, E. et al. Holy war: military power and religion. RUSI Journal, Vol. 135, No. 1,
March 1990, pp. 14-20.

Kennedy, Robert. Is one person’s terrorist another person’s freedom fighter? Western and
Islamic approaches to just war compared. Terrorism and Political Violence, Vol. 11, No. 1,
Spring 1999, pp. 1-21.

Svensson, Isak & Harding, Emily. How Holy Wars end: exploring the termination patterns of
conflicts with religious dimensions in Asia. Terrorism & Political Violence, Vol. 23, Iss. 2,
April-June 2011, pp. 133-149.

Thomas, Scott M. A globalized God: religion’s growing influence in international politics.
Foreign Affairs, Vol. 89, No. 6, November/December 2010, pp. 93-101.

Websites

Military History
http://www.historyofwar.org/main.html

BBC Religion,, ethics and war
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/ethics/war/

Related Research Guides

See also: Peacekeeping
Military, ethics and Just War

Any Queries

Contact library.jscsc@defenceacademy.mod.uk
Tel: 01793 788237
Mil: 961616 8237

Compiler: Lucy Parsons
Updated: Alison Pratt, 2011


http://www.historyofwar.org/main.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/ethics/war/
http://www.google.co.uk/
mailto:library.jscsc@defenceacademy.mod.uk

	 
	JSCSC LIBRARY 
	BIBLIOGRAPHY 

