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Revolution in Military Affairs (RMA) 
 
Revolution in Military Affairs (RMA) is a theoretical concept of the future of warfare, which is often 
associated with technological and organizational recommendation for change; there is a definitive tie 
to modern information, communications and space technology. Other theories associated with RMA 
are Networked Enabled Capability and Effects Based Operations. There are three major branches of 
RMA theory: the first relies on the change in the nation-state and the role of an organized military in 
using force, which in turn will highlight social, political, and economic factors worldwide. The second 
theory highlights the advance and evolution of weapons, IT, military organization, and battle field 
communication. This theory includes discussion of ‘Network Centric Warfare’, which aims to connect 
all troops and the battlefield. The third theory states that there has not yet been a ‘true’ revolution in 
military affairs, and that this is unlikely to happen: there will, however, be a continuing evolution. 
Critics have also pointed out that a revolution within the ranks of the military could carry adverse 
consequences and put a heavy burden on the economy. 
 
 
This bibliography has been designed to provide a guide as to where to find information on the 
revolution in military affairs. Please note that the list of references below is a selection of the more 
relevant titles and information on the subject. The list is not intended to be exhaustive or definitive but 
is an introductory guide to some of the resources available. 

  
Monographs 
 

Adamsky, Dima. The culture of military innovation: the impact of cultural factors on the 
Revolution in Military Affairs in Russia, the US, and Israel. Stanford, CA: Stanford 
University Press, 2010, 231 p. 
 
Arreguín-Toft, Ivan. How the weak win wars: a theory of asymmetric conflict. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005, 250 p.  

 
Benbow, Tim. The magic bullet? Understanding the Revolution in Military Affairs. 
London: Brassey's, 2003, 222 p.  
 
Bousquet, Antoine. The scientific way of warfare: order and chaos on the battlefields of 
modernity. London: Hurst, 2009, 265 p.  
 
Breemer, Jan S. War as we knew it: the real Revolution in Military Affairs/ 
understanding paralysis in military operations. Maxwell Air Force Base, AL: Air 
University, 2000, 38 p. 
 
Dunnigan, James F. Digital soldiers: the evolution of high-tech weaponry and 
tomorrow's brave new battlefield. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1996, 309 p.  
 
Freedman, Lawrence. The revolution in strategic affairs. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
1998, 87 p.  
 
Freedman, Lawrence. Britain and the revolution in military affairs. London: Brassey's, 
1998, 12 p.  
 
Gongora, Thierry, & Von Riekhoff, Harald (eds.). Toward a revolution in military 
affairs? Defense and security at the dawn of the twenty-first century. Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Press, 2000, 206 p.  
 



Gompert, David C., et al. Mind the gap: promoting a transatlantic revolution in military 
affairs. Washington, D.C.: National Defense University Press, 1999, 89 p.  
 
Gray, Colin S. Strategy for chaos: revolutions in military affairs and the evidence of 
history. London: Frank Cass, 2002, 310 p.  
 
Gray, Colin S. The American revolution in military affairs: an interim assessment. 
Camberley: Strategic & Combat Studies Institute, Joint Services Command and Staff College, 
1997, 55 p.  
 
Gray, Colin S. Recognizing and understanding revolutionary change in warfare: the 
sovereignty of context. Carlisle Barracks, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, 2006, 59 p. 
 
Halpin, Edward, et al (eds.). Cyberwar, netwar and the Revolution in Military Affairs. 
Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006, 253 p. 
 
Horowitz, Michael. The diffusion of military power: causes and consequences for 
international politics.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2010, 273 p. 
 
Hundley, Richard O. Past revolutions, future transformations: what can the history of 
revolutions in military affairs tell us about transforming the US military? Santa Monica, 
CA: Rand Corporation, 1999, 99 p. [Electronic Access: 
http://www.rand.org/publications/MR/MR1029/] 

 
Jensen, Geoffrey, & Wiest, Andrew (eds.). War in the age of technology: myriad faces of 
modern armed conflict. New York: New York University Press, 2001, 397 p.  
 
Knox, Macgregor, & Murray, Williamson. The dynamics of military revolution, 1300- 
2050. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001, 203 p. 
 
Laird, Robbin F., & Mey, Holger H. Revolution in military affairs: allied perspectives.  
Washington, D.C.: National Defence University, 1999, 105 p.  
 
Loo, Bernard (ed.). Military transformation and strategy: revolution in military affairs 
and small states. London: Routledge, 2009, 203 p.  
 
MacGregor, Douglas A. Transformation under fire: revolutionizing how America fights. 
Westport, CT: Praeger, 2003, 300 p.  
 
Mahnken, Thomas G., & FitzSimonds, James R. The limits of transformation: office 
attitudes toward the revolution in military affairs. Newport, RI: Naval War College, 2003, 
134 p.  
 
Martel, William C. The technological arsenal: emerging defense capabilities. Washington, 
D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 2001, 284 p.  
 
Matthews, Ron, & Treddenick, Jack (eds.). Managing the Revolution in Military Affairs. 
Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2001, 273 p.  
 
Metz, Steven, & Kievet, James. Strategy and the revolution in military affairs: from   
theory to policy. Carlisle Barracks, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, US Army War College, 
1995, 38 p.  
 

http://www.rand.org/publications/MR/MR1029/


Mikhael, Kobi, et al (eds.). The transformation of the world of war and peace support 
operations. Westport, CT: Praeger Security International, 2009, 218 p.  
 
Owens, Adm Bill. Lifting the fog of war. New York: Farrar, Strauss & Giroux, 2000, 280 p.  
 
Sapolsky, Harvey M., et al (eds.). US military innovation since the Cold War: creation 
without destruction. London: Routledge, 2009, 202 p. 
 
Shimko, Keith L. The Iraq wars and America's military revolution. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2010, 239 p. 
 
Singer, P. W. Wired for war: the robotics revolution and conflict in the twenty-first 
century. New York: Penguin Press, 2009, 499 p. 
 
Sloan, Elinor C. The revolution in military affairs: implications for Canada and NATO. 
Montreal: McGill-Queens University Press, 2002, 188 p. 
 
Warner, Christopher G. Implementing Joint Vision 2010: a revolution in military affair 
for strategic air campaigns. Maxwell AFB, AL: Air University Press, 1999, 83 p.            

 
Periodical Articles 
 

Adamsky, D. P. Through the looking glass: the Soviet military-technical revolution and the 
American revolution in military affairs. Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 31, No. 2, April 
2008, pp. 257-294.  
 
Adamsky, Dima, & Bjerga, Kjell Inge. Introduction to the information-technology revolution 
in military affairs. Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 33, No. 4, August 2010, pp. 463-468. 
 
Benbow, Tim. Irresistible force or immoveable object? The ‘revolution in military affairs’ and 
asymmetric warfare. Defense & Security Analysis, Vol. 25, No. 1, March 2009, pp. 21-36.  
 
Black, Jeremy. The revolution in military affairs: the historian’s perspective. RUSI Journal, 
Vol. 154, No. 2, April 2009, pp. 98-102.  
 
Brun, Itai. 'While you're busy making other plans' - the 'other RMA'.  Journal of Strategic 
Studies, Vol. 33, No. 4, August 2010, pp. 535-565. 
 
Caddick, Wg Cdr David. The revolution in military affairs – panacea or myth? The British 
Army Review, No. 122, Autumn 1999, pp. 38-51. 
 
Cohan, E. Change and transformation in military affairs. Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 
27, No. 3, September 2004, pp. 395-407. 
 
Ellen, Maj T. A. Is there really a ‘Revolution in Military Affairs’ going on at the moment, or 
several? The British Army Review, No. 124, Spring 2000, pp. 30-36. 
 
Freedman, Lawrence. Britain and the revolution in military affairs. Defense Analysis, Vol. 
14, No. 1, April 1998, pp. 55-66. 
 
Gray, Colin. The RMA and intervention: a sceptical view. Contemporary Security Policy, 
Vol. 22, No. 3, December 2001, pp. 52-65. 
 



Horowitz, Michael, & Rosen, Stephen. Evolution or revolution? Journal of Strategic 
Studies, Vol. 28, No. 3, June 2005, pp. 437-448.  
 
Kirkpatrick, David. Revolutions in military technology and their consequences. RUSI 
Journal, No. 146, August 2001, pp. 67-73. 
 
Major, Aaron. Which revolution in military affairs? Political discourse and the Defense 
Industrial Base. Armed Forces & Society, Vol. 35, No. 2, January 2009, pp. 333-361.  
 
Newmyer, Jacqueline. The revolution in military affairs with Chinese characteristics. Journal 
of Strategic Studies, Vol. 33, No. 4, August 2010, pp. 483-504. 
 
Rosen, Stephen Peter. The impact of the office of net assessment on the American military in 
the matter of the revolution in military affairs. Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 33, No. 4, 
August 2010, pp. 469-482. 
 
Rumsfeld, Donald H. Transforming the military. Foreign Affairs, Vol. 81, No. 3, May/June 
2002, pp. 20-32. 
 
Schnaubelt, Christopher M. Whither the RMA? Parameters, Vol. 37, No. 3, Fall 2007, pp. 95-
107. 
 
Stone, J. Politics, technology and the revolution in military affairs. Journal of Strategic 
Studies, Vol. 27, No. 3, September 2004, pp. 408-427. 
 
Young, Thomas-Durrell. The revolution in military affairs and coalition operations: problem 
areas and solutions. Defense and Security Analysis, Vol. 19, No. 2, June 2003, pp. 111-130. 
 

Websites 
 

IWS – The Information Warfare Site 
http://www.iwar.org.uk/

 
The RMA Debate  
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