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The Staff Ride 
 
The aim of the staff ride is to provide, through military historical example using a battlefield or other 
relevant site, a practical focus for the study and analysis of the command, planning and execution of 
an historic battle or campaign, usually in order to draw lessons for future operations. The staff ride 
differs from a battlefield tour in that it requires the participants to study the battle before arriving at the 
location and then to contribute to the learning experience, either in the field or in a follow-up report. It 
is a more formal event than a battlefield tour and should have a number of learning outcomes. It was 
once a very popular teaching method and has in recent years seen a resurgence of interest thanks, in 
part at least, to the increasing academic and professional input from staff at the Defence Academy. 
This expertise and experience has filtered down to other organizations and the staff ride is now 
regaining its popularity and enriching the learning experience at many levels throughout the armed 
forces. 
 
Although mostly confined to land operations, the Royal Air Force, Royal Marines and Royal Navy 
have in recent years followed the lead of the British Army and have adopted the staff ride concept by 
conducting visits to theatres such as Normandy, Sicily and the Western Front. 
 
This JSCSC Library Bibliography is intended to list only those items of general interest in relation to 
staff rides or battlefield tours. It is not intended to cover staff rides to individual battlefields or 
theatres, although subsequent bibliographies may address these in the future. Many of the items listed 
in this guide will be of use in explaining the rationale for staff rides as well as giving practical 
information regarding their successful planning and execution. 
 
 
This bibliography has been designed to provide a guide as to where to find information on the Staff 
Ride. Please note that the list of references below is a selection of the more relevant titles and 
information on the subject. The list is not intended to be exhaustive or definitive but is an introductory 
guide to some of the resources available. 
  
Monographs 
   

Caddick-Adams, Peter. Footsteps across time: the evolution, use and relevance of 
battlefield visits to the British armed forces. Shrivenham: Cranfield University, 2007, 582 
p. 
 
Coombs, Rose E. B. Before endeavours fade: a guide to the battlefields of the First World 
War. London: Battle of Britain Prints, 1986, 240 p. 
 
Featherstone, Donald. The battlefield walkers handbook. Shrewsbury: Airlife, 1998, 352 p. 
 
Haking, R. C. B. Staff rides, a lecture at the Staff College, Camberley January 1906. 
Marindin Papers held in the JSCSC Archives Collection. 
 
Haking, Brig Gen R. C. B. Staff rides and regimental tours. London: Hugh Rees, 1912, 495 
p. 
 
Haycock, Prof R. G., et al. The relevance and role of the battlefield tour and the staff ride 
for armed forces in the 21st Century. The Occasional, Number 48; Shrivenham: Strategic & 
Combat Studies Institute, 2005, 762 p. 
 
Holmes, Richard. Army battlefield guide: Belgium and Northern France. London: HMSO, 
1995, 222 p. 
 



Holmes, Richard. Fatal avenue: a traveller’s history of the battlefields of Northern 
France, 1346-1945. London: Cape, 1992, 376 p. 
 
Holmes, Richard. War walks: from Agincourt to Normandy. London: BBC Books, 1996, 
224 p. 
 
Holmes, Richard. War walks 2: from the Battle of Hastings to the Blitz. London: BBC 
Books, 1997, 224 p. 
 
Kennedy, Frances H. The Civil War battlefield guide. New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1990, 
317 p. 
 
Marsh, Suzanne. The role of military history in officer education in Great Britain, the 
United States of America and Germany in the Twentieth Century. London: MOD, 1984, 
329 p. 
 
Robertson, William G. The staff ride. Washington, D.C.: United States Army Center of 
Military History, 1987, 26 p.    

                     
Periodical Articles 

 
Bechthold, Michael. ‘One of the greatest moments of my life’: lessons learned on the 
Canadian Battle of Normandy Foundation battlefield study tours. Defence Studies, Vol. 5, 
No. 1, March 2005, pp. 27-36. 
 
Bryden, Capt J. R. On the military utility of staff rides or ‘tactical exercises with troops’. 
British Army Review, No. 131, Spring 2003, pp. 24-28. 
 
Caddick-Adams, Peter. Footprints in the mud: the British Army’s approach to the battlefield 
experience. Defence Studies, Vol. 5, No. 1, March 2005, pp. 15-26. 
 
Caddick-Adams, Peter. In defence of the battlefield tour. Army Quarterly, Vol. 125, No. 2, 
Spring 1995, pp. 174-178. 
 
Hall, Dr David Ian. The modern model of the battlefield tour. British Army Review, No. 130, 
Autumn 2002, pp. 40-44. Also published as The modern model of the battlefield tour and staff 
ride: post-1815 Prussian and German traditions in Defence Studies, Vol. 5, No. 1, March 
2005, pp. 37-47. 
 
Haycock, Prof R. G., et al. The relevance and role of the battlefield tour and the staff ride for 
armed forces in the 21st Century. Defence Studies, Vol. 5, No. 1, March 2005, pp. 5-14. 
 
Kiesling, Prof Eugenia C. The United States Army’s historical staff rides: history and 
historiography. Defence Studies, Vol. 5, No. 1, March 2005, pp. 48-58. 
 
Lloyd, Nick. Battlefield tours and staff rides: a useful learning experience? Teaching in 
Higher Education, Vol. 14, No. 2, April 2009, pp. 175-184. 

 
Mackey, Kenneth. Battlefield tours have a future. Tank Journal, Vol. 75, No. 724, May 
1993, pp. 9-11. 
 
Melvin, Brig R. A. M. S. Contemporary battlefield tours and staff rides: a military 
practitioner’s view. Defence Studies, Vol. 5, No. 1, March 2005, pp. 59-80. 
 



Melvin, Maj Gen Mungo. Exercise United Shield 2008: revisiting military strategy for the 
Twenty-first Century. RUSI Journal, Vol. 154, No. 3, June 2009, pp. 36-43.
 
Morpeth, Maj The Viscount. The value of the battlefield tour, TEWT, demonstrations and 
Exercise Flodden – a Territorial Army battle, 9 September 1513. British Army Review, No. 
100, April 1992, pp. 64-72. 
 
Parton, Neville. The future of the staff ride in the RAF. RUSI Journal, Vol. 153, No. 3, June 
2008, pp. 108-113. 
 
Russell, Lt Col J. So you’ve been told to run a battlefield tour. Army Doctrine and Training 
News, No. 21, Winter 2004/2005, pp. 36-40. 
 
Van Nederveen, Capt Gilles, & Mortensen, Dr Daniel R. Air staff rides: wartime leadership 
experience. Air & Space Power Journal, Vol. 16, No. 4, Winter 2002, pp. 25-26. 
 
Whitchurch, M. W. In praise of battlefield touring: an underused method of instruction. 
Army Doctrine and Training News, No. 12, Summer 2000, pp. 92-97. 
 
Williams, Capt A. S. Are battlefield tours worth it? Journal of the Royal Signals Institution, 
Vol. 21, No. 2, Autumn 1993, pp. 98-102. 
 
Williams, Col Thomas. The staff ride. The Armor and Cavalry Journal, Vol. 3, No. 1, 
January-February 2010, pp. 22-25. 

      
Websites 

 
British Commission for Military History      
http://www.bcmh.org.uk/
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