
 
 
 
 
 

 

2011 © JSCSC in partnership with 
 

JJSSCCSSCC  LLIIBBRRAARRYY  
BBIIBBLLIIOOGGRRAAPPHHYY  

 
    

Research Guide Series 
 

Women in combat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Women in combat
 
The combat role of women in conventional forces is a controversial topic. Women soldiers have 
played increasingly important roles in military conflicts through the years, but most countries have 
been reluctant to send women into life-threatening situations. 

In the 1990s the Americans were the first to relax their ban allowing women to enlist for combat 
support roles in response to a decline in numbers in recruitment and growing demands by women’s 
groups for greater equality between the sexes. The recent conflict in Iraq also acted as a turning point. 
Insurgency warfare, with its absence of front lines, means that combat can happen anywhere and at 
any time. As a consequence women have inevitably become involved in combat situations and have 
been able to demonstrate their abilities. They have now acquired a prominent role in the military and 
attitudes are changing with an increasing number of countries expanding their roles. However, the 
topic of women in combat is one that is likely to continue to be hotly debated and controversial. 
 
 
This bibliography has been designed to provide a guide as to where to find information on Women in 
Combat.  Please note that the list of references below is a selection of the more relevant titles and 
information on the subject.  The list is not intended to be exhaustive or definitive but is an introductory 
guide to some of the resources available. 

  
Monographs 
 

Alison, Miranda H. Women and political violence: female combatants in ethno-national 
conflict. London: Routledge, 2009, 275 p. 
 
Carreiras, Helena. Gender and the military: women in the armed forces of Western 
Europe. London: Routledge, 2006, 262 p. 

 
Carreiras, Helena, & Kummel, Gerhard (eds.). Women in the military and in armed 
conflict. Wiesbaden: VS Verlag für Sozialwiss, 2008, 239 p. 
 
Harrell, Margaret C., et al. Assessing the assignment policy for Army women. Santa 
Monica, CA: RAND Corporation, 2007, 158 p.  

 
Holmstedt, Kirsten. The girls come marching home: stories of American women returning 
from the war in Iraq. Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole Books, 2009, 325 p. 
 
Iskra, Darlene M. Women in the United States armed forces: a guide to the issues. Santa 
Barbara, CA: Praeger, 2010, 180 p.  
 
Kuehnast, Kathleen R., et al. Women and war: power and protection in the 21st Century. 
Washington, DC: United States Institute of Peace Press, 2011, 172 p.  
 
Lovell, S., et al. Return of service of female service personnel. Farnborough: QinetiQ, 2005, 
9 p. 
 
Myers, Beth A. Soviet and American airwomen during World War II: a comparison of 
their formation, treatment and dismissal. Salt Lake City, UT: University of Utah, 2003, 80 
p.  
 

 
Noakes, Lucy. Women in the British Army: war and the gentle sex, 1907-1948. New York, 
NY: Routledge, 2006, 209 p. 

  



 
Parco, James E., & Levy, David A. Attitudes aren't free: thinking deeply about diversity in 
the US armed forces. Maxwell Air Force Base, AL: Air University Press, 2010, 557 p. 
 
Pennington, Reina. Amazons to fighter pilots: a biographical dictionary of military 
women, Volume One: A-Q. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2003, 350 p. 
 
Rajan, V. G. Julie. Women suicide bombers: narratives of violence. Abingdon: Routledge, 
2011, 384 p. 
 
Solaro, Erin. Women in the line of fire: what you should know about women in the 
military. Emeryville, CA: Seal Press, 2006, 411 p. 
 
Sowers, Susan R. Women combatants in World War I: a Russian case study. Carlisle 
Barracks, PA: Army War College, 2003, 70 p.  
 
Stoff, Laurie. They fought for the Motherland: Russia's women soldiers in World War I 
and the Revolution. Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 2006, 294 p. 

 
Valenius, Johanna. Gender mainstreaming in ESDP missions.  Paris: Institute for Security 
Studies, 2007, 73 p. 

 
Van Creveld, Martin. Men, women and war: do women belong in the frontline? London: 
Cassell, 2001, 287 p.  
 
Whittell, Giles. Spitfire women of World War II. London: HarperPress, 2007, 292 p. 
 
Wise, James E., & Baron, Scott. Women at war: Iraq, Afghanistan, and other conflicts. 
Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2006, 234 p. 
 

Periodical Articles  
 
Alfonso, L. Kristal. Femme fatale 2010. Air and Space Power Journal, Vol. 24, Iss. 3, Fall 
2010, pp. 59-74. 
 
Biddiscombe, Perry. Into the maelstrom: German women in combat, 1944-45. War & 
Society, Vol. 30, No. 1, March 2011, pp. 61-89. 
 
Byrd, Miemie, & Decker, Gretchen. Why the US should gender its counterinsurgency strategy. 
Military Review, Vol. 88, Iss. 4, July-August 2008, pp. 96-101. 

 
Crang, Jeremy. 'Come into the Army, Maud': women, military conscription, and the Markham 
Inquiry.  Defence Studies, Vol. 8, No. 3, September 2008, pp. 381-395. 

 
Hali, S. M. Women in the Armed Forces. Defence Journal, Vol. 9, No. 11, June 2006, pp. 10-
17. 

 
Pennington, Reina. Offensive women: women in combat in the Red Army and the Second 
World War. Journal of Military History, Vol. 74, No. 3, July 2010, pp. 775-820. 
 
Pin-Fat, Veronique, & Stern, Maria. The scripting of Private Jessica Lynch: biopolitics, 
gender and the "feminization" of the US military.  Alternatives: Global, Local, Political, 
Vol. 30, No. 1, January-March 2005, 28 p. 
 

  



Solaro, Erin. All the sisters and all the brothers. US Naval Institute Proceedings, June 2005, 
pp. 46-49. 
 

Websites 
  

Minstry of Defence: Defence/About Defence: Women in Combat 
http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/AboutDefence/CorporatePublications/PersonnelPublicati
ons/EqualityandDiversity/Gender/WomenInCombat.htm [Accessed 20/06/2011] 
© Crown copyright 1996-2007 
 
Minstry of Defence: Defence/About Defence: Women in the Armed Forces 
http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/AboutDefence/CorporatePublications/PersonnelPublicati
ons/EqualityandDiversity/Gender/WomenInTheArmedForces.htm [Accessed 20/06/2011] 
© Crown copyright 1996-2007 
 
Women in Combat, why not? 
http://userpages.aug.com/captbarb/combat.html [Accessed 08/08/2011] 
Unless otherwise noted content © 1996 to 2009 by Captain Barbara A. Wilson, USAF (Ret) 
 

Related Research Guides 

See also: Military Culture and Society 
 
Any Queries 

Contact: library.jscsc@defenceacademy.mod.uk
Tel: 01793 788237  
Mil: 96161 8237 

 
 
Compiler: Isabelle Brizard, 2010 
Updated: Isabelle Brizard, 2011 

  

http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/AboutDefence/CorporatePublications/PersonnelPublications/EqualityandDiversity/Gender/WomenInCombat.htm
http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/AboutDefence/CorporatePublications/PersonnelPublications/EqualityandDiversity/Gender/WomenInCombat.htm
http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/AboutDefence/CorporatePublications/PersonnelPublications/EqualityandDiversity/Gender/WomenInTheArmedForces.htm
http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/AboutDefence/CorporatePublications/PersonnelPublications/EqualityandDiversity/Gender/WomenInTheArmedForces.htm
http://userpages.aug.com/captbarb/combat.html
mailto:library.jscsc@defenceacademy.mod.uk

	 
	JSCSC LIBRARY 
	BIBLIOGRAPHY 

