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THE DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY CLUB NEWSLETTER – WINTER 2011
May I wish you all a Happy Christmas and New Year from the Defence Technology Club, and to thank the Club members for their support and feedback this year.    
FAREWELL TO OUR PRESIDENT

Major General Bill Moore has recently retired from the Army.  I wish to formally thank him for all his support throughout his tenure as President, especially with the Symposium this year.  We all wish him the best for the future and look forward to seeing him again at our future events. 
EVENTS FOR 2012

Advanced Class and Battlefield Technology Course 5 Dinner, Thursday 15 March 2012 
in Shrivenham Officers Mess (Black Tie)
Speaker: General (Retired) Sir Kevin O’Donoghue KCB CBE

Cocktail Party, Wednesday 27 June 2012 
in the Defence Capability Centre

This will be a traditional networking event focussed on Industry. Members serving in Industry or Academia that are interested in having a stand at the event are requested to contact the Honorary Secretary for further information.  (Suits)
Symposium, September / October 2012 
in the Defence Capability Centre this will be similar to the format this year. (Uniform, Jacket and Tie and Black Tie for the Dinner)
FORMAT FOR EVENTS

With the vast range of members we will try to accommodate the different requirements of our members to the best of our ability.  

· Inform either myself or Susan Offer of your intent for joining the Club; seeking networking opportunities, contacts or to simply organise a reunion, please engage with us early and we will try to be of assistance.

· Members may request who they wish to sit next to at Dinner (this may be a group or an individual)

· Your early response to proposed Club events is appreciated; with the larger numbers attending recently it is proving more difficult to accommodate last minute requests.

· Your suggestions are always welcome either by letter or email.
BATTLEFIELD TECHNOLOGY COURSE
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	Brigadier Mark Lacey presenting the Burch Prize to Major Hayden Gaukroger 


As a result of a generous bequest from the late Major General Geoffrey Burch, the Burch Prize is awarded to the top student on the Battlespace Technology Course.  This year’s deserving winner was Major Hayden Gaukroger Parachute Regiment shown above with our Club Chairman.  The prize is a very attractive silver coracle.
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	The Club Chairman Brigadier Mark Lacey gives his final address to BTC 4

	The Burch Prize – a silver coracle
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	BTC Staff, academics and students at their final tea and coffee sponsored by the Club as the vast majority are members


 SYMPOSIUM AND DINNER 2011
Over 120 Club Members and guests attended the highly enjoyable Annual Dinner in the Defence Capability Centre on 22 September.  There was an excellent turnout for the Symposium which included a variety of presentations by Technology Division staff in the morning followed by Land Equipment presentations by Brigadier Richard Semple and Lieutenant General Gary Coward in the afternoon.  Our President Major General Bill Moore then had a forum with the serving officers to discuss issues from the recent 3 month exercise, which not only answered several questions from the two Battlefield Technology courses present before they enter their staff posts but also gave us an indication of the strategic direction and challenges facing us in the Land environment in the future.  
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	Lt Col Michael Hewetson starts the Symposium with a witty Health and Safety Brief
	Brigadier Mark Lacey introduces the Symposium with research by Cranfield University
	Wing Commander Dave Martin briefs on the way forward for Technology Division
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	Dr Emma Sparks provoked interest in Human Capability from both from the Battlefield Technology Course and the Senior Members of the Club
	Mrs Kathy Clarke initiated some interesting questions on the future direction of courses at Shrivenham
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	Brigadier Richard Semple briefs on the Army Equipment capability and answers several questions
	Lieutenant General Gary Coward briefs on Defence, Equipment and Support
	Lieutenant Colonel Andy Stevens briefs on the Improvised Explosive Device threat
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	Members enjoy lunch, tea and coffee throughout the day 
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	The transformation of the Defence Capability Centre for Dinner
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	Club members at Pre Dinner Drinks
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	Dinner was trialled in the Defence Capability Centre which was transformed during the afternoon to be a fitting environment for the Dinner.  There were pre and post dinner drinks available, and some very positive comments from the members present. 




ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Our Chairman Brigadier Lacey presided over the Annual General Meeting, when he gave his vision for the forthcoming year which was greeted with enthusiasm by all present.  The Record of Decisions is attached. 
CLUB COMMITTEE CHANGES – NEW PRESIDENT 
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	MAJOR GENERAL N A W POPE CBE
Director(Battlespace Manoeuvre) and

Master General of the Ordnance
 Ministry of Defence
	



Born in 1962, Nick Pope was commissioned into the Royal Corps of Signals in 1981.  After gaining a degree in Economics at Jesus College, Cambridge, he spent the next 9 years at Regimental Duty, holding a variety of appointments in Germany, Cyprus, the UK and in Hong Kong, where he served with Queen’s Gurkha Signals. 

After attending the Army Staff College in 1993 - 94 he served two years in a staff appointment in London, responsible for planning the future Army equipment programme.  He subsequently commanded 19 Mechanized Brigade Headquarters and Signal Squadron from January 1997 to early 1999, which included an operational tour in Bosnia.   Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel, he returned to the Ministry of Defence becoming the military programmer for Capability Manager (Manoeuvre).  
He took command of 30th Signal Regiment in November 2000 and deployed sub-units world-wide in support of operations, particularly in the aftermath of 9/11.   During this tour he was also double-hatted as Commander Queen’s Gurkha Signals.   Promoted from command, he returned to London for a third tour in the MOD in late 2002 as Deputy Director Defence Resources and Plans.
He was promoted to Brigadier in September 2005 and assumed command of 1st (UK) Signal Brigade.  During this tour he deployed the Brigade to Afghanistan in 2006 in support of HQ ARRC.  He was appointed Colonel of the Regiment of Queen’s Gurkha Signals in April 2005.   After a brief stint as a student at the Royal College of Defence Studies, he assumed the appointment of Head of Equipment Plans in the MOD in July 2008.

In 2011 he was promoted to Major General, taking on the role of Chief of the Defence Staff’s Strategic Communication Officer. 
In November 2011 he was appointed Director (Battlespace Manoeuvre) and Master General of the Ordnance.
MEMBERSHIP ISSUES

As usual, please keep us informed of any changes to your contact details through our membership secretary, Susan Offer:
· By phone on 01793 78 5424
· By Email to soffer.cmt@da.mod.uk
· In writing to the address at the top of this Newsletter

· On the internet via the “contact us” tab on the web address in header to this letter.
MEMBERS’ NEWS

This section is for members to update the Club about their activities, achievements and events of mutual interest.  For instance, you may have changed jobs recently and would like to let other members know where you are working and how to contact you.  Soft copy can be emailed to me at lwilliams.cmt@da.mod.uk and hard copy can be mailed to the postal address at the top of this newsletter.  Please try and keep submissions fairly short and to the point.
We are delighted to welcome the following new members to the Club:
Major Emma Atkinson, BTC 5 Student

Major Chris Ayres, BTC 5 Student

Major Steve Bharat, SO2 Lessons Exploitation Analyst, LWC

Lt David Blatcher, UCL Marine Engineering MSc, 2011-12

Major Dave Bunker, BTC 5 Student

Lt Col Nick Byrne, SO1 CBM Log, Cap CCII&NCA

Major Edward Charlesworth, BTC 5 Student

Lt Col (Retd) Jeremy Clare, Director, “Whatever Next…?” Ltd
Major David Claydon, BTC 5 Student

Major Hennie Coetzee, BTC 5 Student

Major Steve Davis, BTC 5 Student

Major Terry Denton, BTC 5 Student

Major Chris Elworthy, BTC 5 Student

Mr SJ Gillard, MOD Fast Stream Course Manager

Major Dave Godfrey, BTC 5 Student

Major Si Graham, BTC 5 Student

Major Dave Groce, BTC 5 Student

Major Simon Hall, BTC 5 Student
Major Jon Hart, SO2 RM Expeditionary Campaign Infrastructure Team, DE&S, Abbey Wood

Major Rick Howard, BTC 5 Student

Lt Darran Hunter, UCL Marine Engineering MSc, 2011-12

Major General (Retd) Mike Huntley, Defence Analyst, Louisburg Keane Ltd

Miss Charlotte John, MOD Programme Management

Major Ryan Keating, BTC 5 Student

Major Phil Lawrence, BTC 5 Student

Major Anna Lewis, BTC 5 Student

Major Rebecca Macklin, BTC 5 Student

Major Steve Martin, BTC 5 Student

Major Guy Mason, BTC 5 Student

Major Colin McLenaghan, BTC 5 Student

Major Will Meddings, BTC 5 Student

Major Chris Mills, RM, Platforms Team, CTG, DE&S

Colonel Des O’Driscoll, COS, College of Management & Technology, Defence Academy of the UK

Major Giles O’Sullivan-Wade, BTC 5 Student

Major Lee Pearce, BTC 5 Student

Major Nick Pryce-Jones, BTC 5 Student

Major Aral Ramasamy, Orthopaedic Surgeon, RAMC

Major Joel Rathbone, BTC 5 Student

Major Richard Rees, BTC 5 Student

Major Shan Shannahan, BTC 5 Student

Major Guy Simpson, SO2(W) ISTAR, Dstl, Portsdown West

Major Paul Steel, BTC 5 Student

Major Dave Walker, BTC 5 Student

Major Ben Watson, BTC 5 Student

Major Dougie Watson, BTC 5 Student

Major Nick White, BTC 5 Student

Major Ali Wigham, BTC 5 Student

Major Tam Wight-Boycott, BTC 5 Student

Lt Gavin Willie, UCL Marine Engineering MSc, 2011-12

Lt Col Alan Wylie, Requirements Manager, CIED Office, DE&S 

Maj Bertie Young, MA to Dir CMT, Defence Academy of the United Kingdom

It is with great sadness that we announce the deaths of the following Club Members.  They are listed in the order in which we were notified of their deaths:
Lt Colonel RB Frost, late RA, 07 NST 1963, 15 TSC 1960 – 1962.  Died 25 April 2011 after a long illness.

Lt Colonel Robin Smitherman, late RE, 20 Deg 1965 – 68, 09 DIS 1985.  Died 15 June 2011

Major Peter Clayton, late Queens, 15 TSC 1960 – 62.  Died 19 June 2011

Brigadier SD Blackburn, late RCT, 10 TSC, 10 GW.  Died April 2011

Brigadier George Stubbington, late REME, 09 Deg, 18 TSC.  Died Jan 2011 

Rev Graham Tidmarsh.  Died Aug 2011
For 12 years Reverend Graham worked as an Officiating Chaplain at the Defence Academy and prior to that he worked on site at what was then the RMCS.   Reverend Graham was also the Methodist Minister in Shrivenham village for a number of years before retiring from that role two years ago.
Major General Lloyd Howell CBE, late RAEC, 07 TSC 1952 – 1954, 10 GW 1959, Staff 1960 – 1964. Died 25 Oct 2011.  

Major General Lloyd Howell, a past Director of Army Education, was the first officer to combine the posts of Commandant and Headmaster of the Duke of York’s Royal Military School at Dover.  Lloyd Howell successfully brought together the two appointments and stamped his authority and personality on the School.  As one past pupil put it: “the School gained a new dimension ….. he was never a neutral figure, always positive and full of action”.

Lloyd Howell was born in 1923.  He was educated at Barry Grammar School and subsequently, after war service with the Royal Artillery as a Battery Officer in East Africa and as a Staff Officer in Palestine, he achieved a BSc with First Class Honours in Pure and Applied Mathematics at University College, Cardiff.  His later academic and professional qualifications included Chartered Engineer and Membership of the Royal Aeronautical Society.  He was awarded an Honorary MA by the Open University in 1980.

A gifted teacher throughout his career including the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, the Royal Military College of Science at Shrivenham, the Army Apprentice College, Carlisle and the School at Dover.   At Shrivenham (first on the Staff Course and then the long Guided Weapons course), he served in a variety of Weapons Staff and Education Staff appointments before being promoted to Major General as the Director of Army Education in 1976.   A variety of talents and strengths emerged as his career developed.  He was an enthusiast in all he did and he could communicate that enthusiasm to those around him.  He sought and gave no quarter in any argument or discussion.  He rarely conceded an argument – and when he did, it was in the spirit he once expressed as “You may well be right – but I’m not wrong”.

On retirement from the Army he was: non-executive director of Building Trades Exhibitions,  a consultant on Technical Education Development at University College, Cardiff to 1986, and a member of the Council of the City and Guilds of London Institute from 1980 to 1993.  At University College, he was awarded a Fellowship and was asked to serve on the Court of Governors.  

He married twice; his first wife, Hazel, died in 1974; his second, June, survives him.
Colonel Robert Francis (Bob) Tipper, late Cheshire, ACDC, 02 TSC 1947 – 1949.  Died 30 September 2010 aged 93.  Notified by daughter Nov 2011.
SYMPOSIA AT SHRIVENHAM

Club Members (of at least 2 years) are entitled to MOD rates (currently £245 rather than the commercial rate of £625) on most Symposia at Shrivenham.  If you are interested in attending then contact the Cranfield University International Symposia Manager (Mrs Betsy-Jane Lawton) on 01793 78 5846, betsy@symposiaatshrivenham.com or the symposia office direct via their website www.symposiaatshrivenham.com making sure that you let them know you are club members.

Forthcoming events in 2012 which may be of interest include:

	
	
	
	

	
	Special Vehicle Stakeholder Day (GD UK)
	19 January
	

	
	Systems Engineering
	15 – 16 February
	

	
	Vehicle Health and Prognostics Management
	22 – 23 February
	

	
	Information Operations and Influence Activity
	7 – 8 March
	

	
	European Armoured Fighting Vehicles
	16 – 17 May
	

	
	e-Assessment in Practice
	13 – 14 June
	

	
	Military Anthropology Workshop
	18 June
	

	
	Socio-cultural Knowledge
	19 June
	

	
	Culture in Conflict
	20 – 21 June
	

	
	Protecting Cultural Property during Military Operations
	22 – 23 June
	

	
	Electro-Optics & Infrared Seekers & Countermeasures
	26 – 28 June
	

	
	RF Electronic Warfare
	3 – 4 July 
	

	
	Graduation Day
	13 July
	

	
	Ordnance, Munitions and Explosives
	25 – 26 July
	

	
	Small Arms and Cannons
	21 – 23 August 
	

	
	Delivering Availability and Capability
	19 – 20 September
	

	
	Human Capability

	September TBC
	

	
	International CBRN
	16 – 18 October
	

	
	MilDec
	24 – 25 October
	

	
	Countering Home Grown Terrorism
	14 – 15 November
	

	
	Electronic Warfare
	5 – 6 December
	


We look forward to meeting you all at the forthcoming events, and an invitation to the Advanced Class and Battlefield Technology Course 5 Dinner will be sent to all members early in the New Year. 
Laurence Williams
Lieutenant Colonel L H Williams
Honorary Secretary

December 2011
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